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Message from our new Chairman 
 

I naturally feel it a great honour to be entrusted by you with the role of chairman 

for the next year. Many of you will be aware that this is my second term as 

Chairman. I was due to take over from Tony Pearson at the AGM on 28 April 

2020. Unfortunately, Covid had other plans. The first lockdown announced on 

23 March and we were unable to meet throughout my entire time as Chairman. 

By good fortune I was booked to give a talk to Gloucester Probus Club in April 

and Mike Aggleton arranged for me to give it to his members using Zoom, the 

first time I had come across this device. With help from Mike, and our then 

treasurer Jim Stewart, we were able to set up a full programme of events 

throughout 2020/21 and keep the club functioning. We even managed a 

successful Quiz. Our newsletter also played a big part in keeping us all in 

contact. 

Hopefully history is not about to repeat itself and we can all look forward to a full 

programme of meetings with the speakers arranged by Fraser. I want to thank 

Fraser for both his work as Programme Secretary and as Chairman for the last 

year.  I would also like to thank Kelvin for his work as our Secretary. With great 

efficiency he has already arranged our Summer Party and Christmas Lunch 

which I am sure will be successful.   

I am grateful to Nigel Johnson for agreeing to support me as Vice Chairman and 

wish you all the best for the year ahead. 

 

Mike 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

     

 



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

         After meeting drinks, putting the world to rights. 

          Under new LEADERSHIP              The Committee for 2025/26 
 
Chairman:                     Mike Warburton 

Vice Chairman:             Nigel Johnson 

Secretary:                      Kelvin Ashby 

Treasurer:                      Mike Warburton 

Programme Secretary: Fraser Gunn 

Social Secretary:           David Clowes 

Webmaster:                    Ray McCairn 

Committee Member:      John Weeden 

Committee member:      Mike Townsend 

Committee Member:      Stephen Wheeler 

ASSOCIATED APPOINTMENTS 
 

Pub Lunches:           Paul Dodd 

Technical Support:  John Franklin 

Technical Support:  Mike Townsend 

Raffle Organiser:      Chris Lathan 

Newsletter Editor:     Fraser Gunn 

Independent Financial Advisor: Graham Baum 

 

 

Your committee working hard on behalf of 
the club  

Our Webmaster keeping on top of things 

 
 Social events  

Fraser hands over the reins to Mike 
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                                                    PUB LUNCH 

 

    TUESDAY 6 MAY 2025 

 

 

                             
                    

  
 
      
 
THE AVIATOR 
 

Gloucestershire Airport, Bamfurlong Lane, Cheltenham 
GL51 6SR 

 12.30 for1pm 

 
                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  
 

VISIT TO JET AGE MUSEUM 
 

Meteor Business Park, 
Cheltenham Rd East, 

Gloucester 
GL2 9QL 

TUESDAY  6 MAY 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            SPEAKER: TUESDAY 13 MAY 

                                                   

                                                    

 

       
                                                 SPEAKER : 27 MAY  

 

 

John Reid 
 

“Shot at Dawn” 
 

A comparison of military 
discipline in World War I in the 

British & French armies. 
  

               

it's not who you know, it's who they 
know. Based on my personal 

acquaintance with one of the most 

 

A young man was called up for military service and had to go to 
be medically examined. The doctor was seated behind a desk. 
He said to the man, take your coat and shirt off, loosen your 
belt and sit on the chair. The young man did so. The doctor 
looked at him for a moment without getting up from his chair 
and then said, “All right, put our clothes back on. 
“But you haven’t examined me at all” the young man said in a 
troubled voice. 
“It isn’t necessary” the doctor said gently. “When I told you to 
take your coat and shirt off, you heard me all right, so you 
aren’t deaf. You saw the chair I pointed to, so your eyesight’s 
good enough for the army. You managed to take your clothes 
off and to sit on the chair, so your body must be healthy, you 
understood what I told you to do without a mistake, so you 
must possess enough intelligence for the army” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               
 
                                                    LIFE’S UNFATHOMABLE 
 
Is it me or are newspapers getting more difficult to open these days?  If so, it surely leads to one 
of life’s most frustrating events. 
 
Who else has wrestled with two seemingly glued together pages of a broadsheet?  Tried 
opening them from the top edge, the bottom and, in desperation, all the way up and down the 
middle edge? Blown on them? Licked one’s fingers and wondered why newsprint has to taste so 
revoltingly. 
 And then, when at last the contents are revealed, what does the eager reader find that  he is 
looking at? Yes, two glorious pages of adverts! And yet I never learn, fearful of missing out on 
that elusive, maybe spicy piece of news. But no, it was ever thus, and surely will forever be the 
same result 
 
And we hear of record profits from advertising agencies! 
                            
 

                                   

 
                                            

                                                      
                                                            
                                                                
     

                                                                 

       

“As a German, I just wanted 
to get this straight. The 
entire Western World wants 
us to build a huge army, 
march through Poland and 
fight the Russians if 
necessary”?..... 
“I am just writing it down, 
so there are no 
misunderstandings in 
future” 
 

 



                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

 

An elderly couple entered a McDonald's and sat next to a table where some young people were having 
dinner. 
The old man walked over and made the order for himself. 
He unwrapped the burger, cut it in half and put one half next to his wife. Carefully he counted all the fries 
and did the same. 
He dipped 2 straws in the soda and put it between himself and his wife. 
The old woman began to eat her half of the burger, while people stared at her compassionately. 
A young man approached them and offered to buy them another portion of food. 
The old woman replied not to bother, as they were used to sharing everything. 
People realized that the old man had not eaten, he only watched as his wife ate. 
The young man approached them and repeated his offer. 
This time it was the old man, who explained that no, they were used to sharing everything. 
The young man then asked the old man, 
And what are you waiting for then? 
 

THE TEETH!!! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                                           A LAUGH OUT LOUD IN THE TIMES? 
 

The Times  is a fine paper, noted for its news coverage and hart hitting editorials; it is not, 

however, known for its  humour. Indeed there are many who say that the Times has never been 

the same since it started putting news on its front page in 1966,  replacing  those advertisements 

for embrocation, Carter’s Little Liver pills  and the like. 

A more recent item then will have had the retired colonels harrumphing into their morning 

kedgeree. In a feature telling scientists to develop a sense of humour it actually cracked some  

jokes to make its point. 

Among these were : Why didn’t the photon bring any luggage? Because it was travelling light. 

 Einstein published a groundbreaking theory about space. It was about time too, 

 Why should you never believe anything atoms tell you? Because they make up everything. 
 

Perhaps Peter Kay shouldn’t be too worried but you get the idea. 

                                                                                                                             phh 

 



 

 

 

 

                                                                                      

                       Pubs with Probus 
It’s very pleasing to see the numbers at the pub lunches rising, 
even though we can no longer visit smaller establishments with 
limited kitchen staff.  These are very easy to arrange, and I have 
no wish to plan them all if others would like to.  Special thanks 
of course to John Martin, John Weeden and Nigel Johnson for 
taking on the next three. 

We do have to be a bit selective in where we go, for various reasons such as accessibility, ability 
to cope with the numbers and decent toilet facilities, additional to the range and cost of the menu 
to keep the events affordable for the range of pensions we all manage on, but if you fancy a go, 
please contact me because I can give a lot of guidance (boxes to tick) and suggestions for venues 
if you don’t have any favourites yourself. 
I forwarded Peter Hayes’ article in last month’s newsletter to Kate at the Hunter’s Inn, admittedly 
without asking him first, and she was delighted to read it and that we would be returning before 
very long. 
Some members have never attended these lunches, which is a shame, partly because we never 
see wives or partners where they’re available(!), but you can always come free of the wife/partner 
to the King’s Head in Newent for a drink after meetings. This great local hostelry offers excellent 
low alcohol drinks and fresh coffee if that’s your preference. It’s an opportunity to catch up on 
conversations that meetings don’t offer enough time for, as well as running the country from the 
back seat. Who knows – someone might even have the answer to President Trump. 
(Perhaps that involves the SAS: remember that as someone said, if we want to maintain a 
democracy we do have to start shooting people?) 
 

                                                                                                                                   Paul 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

                  Which Waters Do You Pass Through When You “Sail the Seven Seas”? 

                                                     

Pirates and their sailing ships are inexorably linked to the romantic concept of the seven seas, 
and some variation of the phrase “sailing the seven seas” has existed since ancient mariners 
plied the Mediterranean Sea and the waters of the Middle East. But which bodies of water are 
those seven?                                                                                                                                    
A definitive list of the bodies of water that made up the seven seas varied from one culture to 
another and changed over time. To complicate matters, seven was likely not literal, but rather it 
was probably used by some cultures as a stand-in for the word many. (The significance of the 
number seven may be related to its status during biblical times as a symbolic number to 
exemplify both good things and bad things. There are seven deadly sins and seven days in a 
week.) For some, the seven seas were simply parts of trade routes.                                              
For others, the seven seas were familiar bays, gulfs, seas, and stretches of ocean.  In yet other 
cases, the term had the effect of inspiring a spirit of adventure by referring to waterways that 
were both strange and distant.  “Sailing the seven seas” meant one thing to people living in the 
Middle East and another to people living in Europe or eastern Asia.  Moreover, sometimes the 
“seas” weren’t even true seas. As a result, there was no true universal understanding of what the 
seven seas were.                                                                                                                                                                 
Fortunately, various cultures kept fairly decent records on this topic. The seven seas of 
the Persians were composed of a handful of major rivers of Central Asia and their tributaries, 
whereas those of the ancient Arabs spanned the coastal waterways that connected the lands 
bordering the Persian Gulf to those of the South China Sea. According to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s National Ocean Service, the seven seas of the ancient 
Greeks were the Aegean, the Adriatic, the Mediterranean, the Black, the Red, and 
the Caspian seas and the Persian Gulf. However, other sources might have swapped in 
the Indian Ocean for the Aegean Sea. Possibly as a reflection of the growth of knowledge, the 
seven seas of medieval Europeans shifted to include the Atlantic Ocean and the Arabian, 
the Baltic, the Black, the Mediterranean, the North, and the Red seas.                                      
During the period of European exploration, the list of seven seas changed again, this time using 
the four traditional oceans (the Atlantic, the Pacific, the Indian, and the Arctic) as the list’s 
backbone, along with the Mediterranean and the Caribbean seas and the Gulf of Mexico.  
Between the 19th century and today, the seven seas could have been renamed the seven 
oceans, since no seas make the list anymore. Yet, doing so would risk the loss of this familiar 
romantic alliteration. The four traditional oceans are represented here, of course, and the division 
of the Atlantic and Pacific into their northern and southern basins brings the tally to six.                      
The seventh body of water on the list is the Antarctic Ocean (Southern Ocean), a region of cold 
water that surrounds the continent of Antarctica, which is often considered separate from the 
Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian oceans by the presence of a barrier of powerful winds and turbulent 
seas. 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

John P. Rafferty 

                                                                                                  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica 
 

https://www.britannica.com/technology/ship
https://www.britannica.com/place/Mediterranean-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Middle-East
https://www.britannica.com/science/water
https://www.britannica.com/topic/number-symbolism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/seven-deadly-sins
https://www.britannica.com/science/bay-coastal-feature
https://www.britannica.com/science/gulf-coastal-feature
https://www.britannica.com/science/ocean
https://www.britannica.com/place/Persia
https://www.britannica.com/topic/National-Oceanic-and-Atmospheric-Administration
https://www.britannica.com/topic/National-Oceanic-and-Atmospheric-Administration
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/
https://www.britannica.com/place/ancient-Greece
https://www.britannica.com/place/ancient-Greece
https://www.britannica.com/place/Aegean-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Adriatic-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Black-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Red-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Caspian-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Persian-Gulf
https://www.britannica.com/place/Indian-Ocean
https://www.britannica.com/place/Atlantic-Ocean
https://www.britannica.com/place/Arabian-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Baltic-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/North-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-exploration
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pacific-Ocean
https://www.britannica.com/place/Arctic-Ocean
https://www.britannica.com/place/Caribbean-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Gulf-of-Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/art/alliteration
https://www.britannica.com/place/Southern-Ocean
https://cdn.britannica.com/97/196697-050-1C50D078/Sailboat-landscape.jpg


 

             
             
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

The work of the Herefordshire 
and Gloucestershire Canal 

Trust 
 

 

Canals were often referred to as the “cut” 

reflecting how they were built, using picks and 

shovels and muscle power and very little else. 

The Hereford & Gloucestershire Canal, the 

subject  of this week’s talk  by the Canal 

Trust’s chairman Ralph Barber, was no 

exception. One of the reasons, in addition to a 

chronic lack of funding from its inception,  

why it took  over  eighty five  years to build. 

Wisely, Ralph concentrated on the more 

modern history of the canal, highlighting the  

most recent  25 years of its life and the  work 

of the Trust, which is now restoring it. Using  a 

combination of  still and moving photos by  

drone, video cameras and some taken  when he 

undertook a plane trip of the canal’s length, 

gave a real perspective of the work being 

carried out. He outlined  both the  progress in 

restoration and plans for the future. 

For such a relatively small group of 

enthusiasts,  this undertaking could be 

described as ambitious but Ralph was adamant 

that, if not in his lifetime but certainly within 

his grandchildren’s, craft would once again be 

sailing from Hereford to the Severn at 

Gloucester. 

He punctuated his talk by splitting the Canal 

into sections and outlining the  various 

restorative  works that were either planned or 

current within those sections to transport craft 

via the canal,  over the road. Work is also well 

advanced  to excavate, this time using 

mechanical diggers!,  a stretch of canal  of 

about  four miles at Malswick, which, when in 

water, would  provide moorings, an area of 

towpath walks and provision  for wildlife. 

Ralph provided  a mini library of leaflets and 

various information on the canal, all of which 

were eagerly read by members at the 

conclusion of his talk. In the vote of thanks, it 

was noted  that with time having fled so 

quickly that  members had not realised the 

time. 

 
     PHH 

Of most interest  to members was the work 
planned in the Newent area and principally  in 
this  was a technically advanced scheme to 
rebuild the former railway station and to 
construct a form of “lift” to transport craft via 
the canal,  over the road. Due to the 
engineering difficulty and  cost of creating an 
aqueduct, they are looking at various options. 
One is based on the design of the Elblag 
Canal Inclined Boat Lift, on the Elblag-Ostroda 
Canal in Poland. 
The inclines consist of a trolley on two parallel 
rail tracks. A boat would navigate itself onto 
the trolley, which sits under water, and then 
would get pulled up or down over the grass to 
the other level. At the other end, the trolleys 
would once again go under the water until the 
vessel can float out freely. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



        

 

   

                                                   PERCHANCE TO DREAM 

 

                                                         
In those far off days when we were all wage slaves, we dreamt of finding a new career, a  job 

which would simultaneously make our fortunes, satisfy that inner creativity that lurks inside us 

and allow us to show the proverbial two fingers to that boss who just didn’t understand us. 

I know that I did, most of the time if I were honest and yet, on reflection what if we had 

jumped out of that frying pan? This started me thinking what if our career change resulted in 

our situation being worsened. 

I then got to thinking what could be even worse than my present employment. Forget being a 

lion tamer or even  someone who disarms land mines. All I could come up with was being a 

barman (or is it a barista these days?) at a Butlin’s Holiday Camp. Just imagine being 

surrounded by  people whose high spot of their holidays had been watching the “knobbly 

knees” or the “Glamorous Grannie” competitions and who were now engaged in seeing who 

could down the regulation eight pints the quickest. Imagine clearing up  at closing time, the 

smell, the vomit and having spent what seemed like all evening listening to an unfunny 

comedian. Perhaps the grass is greenest this side of the fence 

                                                                    PH 

 

  
Country’s  representative not happy with Tariffs 

 



        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

                                                                  

 

 

                                         WHERE AM I  ? 
 

 

 

                                               
 

 Do people ever play “The Guesser” today? Does anyone even know what it is- or perhaps  more 

properly “was”? 

A stalwart fund raiser in pubs and clubs, if not throughout the  land, at least rampant in Gloucestershire 

during the 1950/60s at least, entrants had to try to forecast the score of “their”  team  against their 

opponents in the weekly rugby  match, (Union of course  in Gloucester). Usually  it was organised by 

the landlord of  a local pub and entrants would, typically, pay a small sum, say half a crown (two 

shillings and six pence or twelve and a half new pence)  for say five attempts. 

It was a small scale rival to the Football “Pools”  where one had to forecast say 3 score draws  or 10  

results and submit them, on an official form to  one of many national organisations.  As I remember, 

much controversy could, and did, erupt over whose guess was the nearest in the likely event that no one 

guessed the correct score. For instance, given that the correct score was say 12-3 which was nearest 10-

3 or 9-5?  There were many different formulae for deciding, all of them  strange to me after this passage 

of time. 

Typically, it was “winner take all” apart from the percentage retained by the organiser  which would   

go towards the annual seaside outing to where else of course but Weston Super Mare or perhaps the 

Christmas party, although in a larger “Guesser” there would be consolation prizes. 

Local Derbies, such as Gloucester versus Bath or Bristol were closely fought with tight scores, often 

decided by a single point. Against weaker teams, there was often a 20 point or more difference between 

winner and loser and it was in these matches there was often  just a single winner of the Guesser and 

thus more celebration, and inebriation, at that Saturday’s evening drinking session. 

Of course, the Guesser’s heyday was in the sport’s amateur days when players turned up for the match 

on their bikes rather than in a Ferrari as today. 

                              The Gloucs Oracle 
 

 THE GUESSER 



  

 

                                                                                                    

 

 

 

        

 

 Thanks to all those who 
submitted articles and assisted 

with production. 
Ed  

 

 

                                                 

                                                 If God Had Voice Mail 
 
       

“Thank you for calling heaven” 

“ I am sorry, all our angels and saints are busy   

helping other sinners right now. However, your 

prayer is important to us and we will answer              

it in the order it was received.                               

Please stay on the line. 

“If you would like to speak to”: 

God, press 1. 

Jesus, press 2. 

The Holy Spirit, press 3. 

If you would like to hear King David sing a Psalm while you are holding, press 4. 

To find a loved one who has been assigned to Heaven, press 5, then enter his or her social 

security number followed by the pound sign. (If you get a negative response, please hang 

up and try area code 666.) 

For reservations in heaven, please enter J-O-H-N 3:16 

For answers to nagging questions about dinosaurs, the age of the earth, life on other 

planets, and where Noah's Ark is, please wait until you arrive. 

If you are calling after hours and need emergency assistance, please contact your local 

vicar. 

 


