NEWSLETTER
NEWENT & DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB

AUGUST 2025

Message from our Chairman

| am writing this a couple of days after our summer party. We
have had some great feedback from members and I think we
can all agree that it was a great success.
Clearly, I had hoped that the weather would be kind to us but
we were prepared for all eventualities. In the event | don’t think
it mattered.
Thanks are due to all those who contributed to the event
including the puddings and raffle prizes. Kelvin was organiser in
chief and, as usual carried out his duties with great efficiency.
| would like to thank Mike Townsend in particular for
recommending his friends Trudi and Billy to entertain us. |
thought they were brilliant and hit the tone perfectly.
Anne Course was not able to join us because she was
recovering from an operation but she tells me that she is well on
the mend. Many thanks to her friends Barbara and Daphne who
did a fine job on her behalf behind the scenes.
There is plenty more to look forward to this summer including
the pub lunch on 5 August at the Kings Head, Birdwood. Fraser
has a full programme of talks arranged including two fascinating
talks to enjoy at our regular meetings this month.
Let’s enjoy the rest of the summer.

Mike




PUB LUNCH
TUESDAY 5 AUGUST

The Kings Head Inn, Birdwood
Nr Huntley, GL19 3EF

What 3 words. valued, mystified, credited

NB Because we are now a large group, this pub is offering a limited “Senior Menu” of two
courses for £15.00.

Menu
1% Course
A new venue for Probus, Ham, Egg & Chips
but conveniently situated Cod, Chips & Peas
for most, and easily
accessible. The King’s
Head offers decent food
at rock bottom prices.

Sausage, Egg & Chips
Scampi, Chips & Peas
Beef Roast Dinner

2" Course
All served with Cream, Custard or Ice
Cream
Crumble
Cheese Cake
Chocolate Sponge

Recently road tested!

Speaker: Tuesday 12 August

Terry Ransomme

Yuri Gagarin and the Chief Designer

Yuri Gagarin was the first human to orbit the Earth. Some will remember hearing of that
momentous achievement on 12th April 1961 — over 60 years ago

Behind the Soviet space programme was a determined engineer, known only as ‘The Chief
Designer’ until his death. His story is equally moving

Terry worked in the aerospace industry for over 30 years — building and testing satellites
and spacecraft. That took him to launch sites around the world, the most memorable

perhaps being a launch campaign at the Russian site at Baikonur in Kazakhstan — with the
UK’s Beagle2 Mars Probe.

He is currently a Collections Research Volunteer at the Aerospace Bristol Museum.



https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g1233680-d8417987-Reviews-The_Kings_Head_Inn-Huntley_Forest_of_Dean_Gloucestershire_England.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g1233680-d8417987-Reviews-The_Kings_Head_Inn-Huntley_Forest_of_Dean_Gloucestershire_England.html

SPEAKER: TUESDAY 26 AUGUST
JOHN FRANKLIN

WWII TANKS - WHY DID THE BRITISH PRODUCE SO MANY BAD ONES

Britain had been the worldwide trend-setter in tank development from 1915, but had lost its
leadership position as the Second World War approached. Hampered by restricted
expenditure on the army in favour of the Royal Navy and the massive expansion of the Royal
Air Force in the years leading up to the war and still organised for operations in Imperial
Defence as an expeditionary force, the British Army entered the war unprepared.

We are always being warned of the dangers of
scam emails. But how do you know?
Some emails are obvious by their weird addresses

The Guardian recently gave information on how to
check to see if your email address has been
compromised.

Type your email address into
haveibeenpwnd.com

It's a genuine way of checking whether or not your
email has been hacked, when and how, and gives

A ventriloquist is performing with his dummy on
his lap. He’s telling a blonde joke when a young
platinum-haired beauty jumps to her feet.
“What gives you the right to stereotype blondes
that way?” she demands. “What does hair
colour have to do with my worth as a human
being?”

“ Flustered, the ventriloquist begins to
stammer out an apology.

She yells, “You keep out of this! I'm talking
to the little guy!”


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
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( '}_ d or\-\' l;|£e' doing these
| 'mmigration raids, but /
it's gotta be clone.

So | grabbed their phones, turned off
the WiFi, gave them some crisps and a
bike and told them to stay outside until
the street lights come on.....

Now they don’t want to know anything
more about my past

My kids asked
me what it was
like growing up.

Is it me or are newspapers getting more difficult
to open these days? If so, it surely leads to one
of life’s most frustrating events.

Who else has wrestled with two seemingly
glued together pages of a broadsheet? Tried
opening them from the top edge, the bottom
and, in desperation, all the way up and down
the middle edge? Blown on them? Licked one’s
fingers and wondered why newsprint has to
taste so revoltingly.

And then, when at last the contents are
revealed, what does the eager reader find that
he is looking at? Yes, two glorious pages of
adverts! And yet | never learn, fearful of missing
out on that elusive, maybe spicy piece of news.
But no, it was ever thus, and surely will forever
be the same result

And we hear of record profits from advertising
agencies!

The Bathtub Test

During a visit to my doctor, | asked him, "How
do you determine whether or not an older
person should be put in an old age home?"

‘Well," he said, "we fill up a bathtub, then we
offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the
person and ask them to empty the bathtub.”

‘Oh, | understand,’ | said. "A normal person
would use the bucket because it is bigger thar,
the spoon or the teacup.”

‘No" he said "A normal person would pull the
plug. Do you want a bed near the window?'

ARE YOU GOING TO PASS THISON .. OR DO
YOU WANT THE BED NEXT TO MINE?

DEMOCRAT'S FAVOURITE CALL IN
BRIDGE

No Trumps”




VICTORY AT SEA
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OPERATIONS
BATTLE OF LEYTE GULF

OCTOBER 23-25, 1944

The second world war sea battle of Leyte Gulf, in the Philippines can rightly claim

to be the biggest such conflict in history and yet it remains comparatively unknown
whereas there can be relatively few who have not heard of, for instance, the battle
for Stalingrad.

And now after our chairman Mike Warburton's talk, there can be no excuse for any
ignorance on the subject..

Set in the closing stages of the World War 1l against japan, the Battle of Leyte Gulf,
was an air and sea battle that crippled the Japanese Combined Fleet, permitted the
invasion of the Philippines and reinforced the Allies’ control of the Pacific.

Japan had conquered the Philippines in 1942. Controlling it was vital for Japan's
survival in World War 1l because it secured sea routes to Borneo and Sumatra in
which rubber and petroleum were shipped to japan

For the U.S., capturing the Philippines was a key strategic step in isolating imperial
Japan's military holdings in China and the Pacific theatre. It was also a personal
matter of pride for MacArthur.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borneo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumatra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petroleum

In 1942, just a month before Japan forced the surrender of all US forces in the
Philippines, U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt had ordered MacArthur to leave
the Philippines and organize the U.S. forces gathering in Australia, which were
meant to relieve them. Those relief forces were non-existent; Roosevelt's true
intentions in ordering MacArthur to flee the Philippines had been to prevent his
capture by the Japanese. Still, MacArthur had vowed that he would return to the
Philippines. He repeatedly stated that it was a moral obligation of the U.S. to
liberate the Philippines as soon as possible. In March 1944, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff ordered MacArthur to plan an attack on the southern Philippines by the end
of the year, and Luzon in early 1945. In July 1944, Roosevelt met with MacArthur
and Chester Nimitz in Hawaii, where the decision was made to invade the
Philippines, from which land air bases could be used for the Pacific Theatre of
Operations.

The Battle of Leyte Gulf, fought from QOctober 23-26, 1944, was the largest naval
battle of World War 1l and, by some measures, the largest naval battle in

history. It involved over 200,000 naval personnel and resulted in a decisive
American victory, effectively destroying the Imperial Japanese Navy as an
offensive force. The battle was a crucial part of the larger Philippines campaign to
liberate the islands from japanese occupation.

The Allied offensive in the Pacific in 1944 was to climax with the Allied invasion of
the Philippines. The goals of this operation were threefold: (1) to win positions
that would allow the Allies to sever Japan’s supply lines to the East Indies, (2) to
make possible an invasion or neutralization of Formosa [ 7Taiwan] and the east
China coast, and (3) to provide bases for an attack on the Japanese home islands.

The so called Battle of Leyte Gulf was really three, namely Shogo, Sibuyan and
Surigao with the overall command split between two high ranking American
officers. General McArthur and Admiral Halsey. The former had made his home in
the Philippines until he was ordered to vacate it with his family. This prompted his
famous vow to the people of the Philippines “l will return” and he saw his
command as a means to this end .He achieved this and did return in triumph.

The tactics used by both sides remain a controversy to this day but in the end, the
Americans came out on top. However, the loss of life, ships and planes on both
sides was colossal with the japanese casualties of both men and materiel four
time those of the Americans. Did victory hasten the end of the war? Undoubtedly
yes, but the final coup de grace was administered by the dropping of the atomic
bomb some eighteen months later.

The facts, as given by Mike, were new to most if not all members and he was
loudly applauded for his rendition.

Peter Hayes



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USAFFE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_D._Roosevelt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joint_Chiefs_of_Staff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joint_Chiefs_of_Staff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester_Nimitz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asiatic-Pacific_Theater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asiatic-Pacific_Theater
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The joys of rail travel

A man was travelling from Edinburgh to London
by train and had booked a seat with a table.
When he got on he found four young men
sitting at his table. The one in his seat refused
to move as he said he was with friends. As the
ticket collector passed, he asked him to help.
He asked the man to move, who refused and
that somehow was that. He said “So what
now?”

The ticket collector said “You can find another
seat, | don’t have the power to move him; only
the Police can do that and they will not turn up
just to move someone out of a seat.”

There were no seats free so he said “ | am
going to take a seat in first class, better
surroundings, power sockets and free tea and
coffee”.

The Ticket collector said “You can’t do that you
don’t have a booking”

Well, The man said "you could call the Police to
move me, but apparently they won'’t turn up to
move someone out of a seat.

He had a lovely trip with power for his laptop
and a wide comfy seat !

Always wear underwear in public, especially
when working under your vehicle.

A couple drove their car into the supermarket
car park, only to have it breakdown. The man
said to his wife to continue with the shopping

whilst he fixed the car.

His wife returned later to see a small group of people near the car. On
closer inspection, she saw a pair of hairy legs protruding from under the
car. Unfortunatley, although the man was in shorts, his lack of
underpants turned his private parts glaringly into public ones. Unable to
stand the embarassment, she dutifully stepped forward and quickly put
her hand up his shorts and tucked everything back in place. On
regaining her feet, she looked across the bonnet and found herself
staring at her husband who was standing idly by watching.

The RAC mechanic however, had to have three stitches in his forehead!!

o




The origin of some well- known sayings

Hold a candle to..

This phrase originates from when apprentices were
expected to hold the candle up, so their more experienced
colleagues could see what they were doing.

Come up trumps

'‘Come up trumps' is a variant of 'turn up trumps', which has
been used since the early 17th century. "Trump” is a
corruption of triumph, which was the name of a popular
card game during this period. | think today it might mean
something less polite?

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush

This medieval proverb comes from the sport of falconry,
where the 'bird in the hand' (the preying falcon) was worth
more than 'two in the bush' - the prey.

Hair of the dog that bit you

This term for a hangover cure is another medieval saying,
originating from the belief that once bitten by a rabid dog,
the victim would be cured by applying the same dog's hair
to the wound. The first use of it being applied to drinking
was in John Heywood's 1546

Off the record

This American phrase was first attributed to President
Franklin Roosevelt in 1932, who was recorded in The Daily
Times-News saying "he was going to talk 'off the record’,
that it was mighty nice to be able to talk 'off the record' for a
change and that he hoped to be able to talk 'off the record’
often in the future.”

A stone's throw

This term for 'a short distance' is a variation of 'a stone's
cast', first used in early editions of the Bible, but it fell out of
use. Writer John Arbuthnot revived it in The History of John
Bull, in 1712.

The Acid Test

This term came from the California Gold Rush in the 19th
century, when prospectors and dealers used acid to
distinguish gold from base metal - if the metal dissolved in
a mixture of hydrochloric acid and nitric acid, it was real.

Busy as a bee
Chaucer coined the term in the Squire's Tale, from
his Canterbury Tales, around 1386-1400.

Bring home the bacon

This phrase is often attributed to the story of Dunmow
Flitch. In 1104, a couple in Great Dunmow, Essex,
impressed the Prior of Little Dunmow with their love and
devotion so much, that he awarded them a flitch [a side] of
bacon.

a\)o, +Hhats Eaman 2 '."
I Posejclon..

THE INVENTION
OF THE MIRROR

DON'T LET HIM PULL.D
HE HAS TO LEARN TO
WALK AT OUR PACE.

My level of
sarcasm has
reached a
dangerous

level where
even I don't
know if I'm
kidding or not.




AND A JOLLY GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL

That a spirit of bonhomie and good fellowship exists within our club was evidenced at our recent lunch at
the Royal Exchange pub. Held on what was arguably the hottest day of the year so far and in surroundings
that were hardly spacious, twenty eight members, wives and partners enjoyed our meal without any of us
coming to blows with each other and upsetting our soup on a neighbour’s lap.

The pub, a long-time favourite of the club is one of a local farmer’s efforts of diversification away from
crops and cattle and one which he especially opened for us, the day being one of which he would normally
be closed. The Royal Exchange was established in around 1855 and is situated on the site where it is said,
Cavalier and Roundhead prisoners were exchanged during the English Civil War, hence the pub’s name!
The ground of which the pub is built is deceptively high and it therefore affords tempting views of the
Malverns from the dining room. Today, they shimmered in the heat haze which in itself was a warning to
the many armchair walkers in our midst who may have harboured thoughts of a postprandial stroll to remove
the effects of what became too good a lunch.

In spite of the pub’s name, no one wanted to swap their chosen dishes although after a hard choice members
were almost spoilt for choice with the dishes on offer but a firm favourite, in view of the temperature was
the locally sourced ham, accompanied by eggs done to perfection, home-made piccalilli and potatoes. Fish,
cooked in an aromatic and mouthwatering batter, with its stable-mate of tasty chips, was a close runner-up.

The dessert course is always a feature of our lunches but the heat defeated most of our trenchermen (and
women) today with the take up decidedly on the low side. Your author though, as usual could not resist the
cheesecake, ignoring both the temperature and doctor’s advice and pronounced it distinctly edible, with the
scales the next morning administering only the mildest of reproaches. As ever, conversation and craic
continued over coffee with never a hint of our overstaying our welcome. We all look forward to the next pub
lunch

Thanks are due to our host of the day Nigel Johnson for organising today’s lunch and members showed the
appreciation in the usual manner.

PS:

There are no historical records indicating that Civil War prisoners were handed over at Hartpury. It
was not a location associated with prisoner exchanges during the English Civil War. Prisoner
exchanges and treatment during that conflict are documented elsewhere, particularly in relation to
battles and sieges.

Here's why there's no connection between Hartpury and Civil War prisoner exchanges:

Hartpury is located in England, whereas the English Civil War primarily involved battles and sieges
across England and Wales. There's no evidence of significant military activity in or around
Hartpury during that period.

Historical records, including parliamentary proceedings, letters, and other primary sources,
document prisoner exchanges and treatment during the Civil War. These records do not
mention Hartpury in relation to prisoner exchanges.

So we are no nearer to solving the mystery of the Exchange's name unless our readers
have any ideas




. FUN AND GAMES IN NEWENT
I PART OF OUR OCCASIONAL SERIES “Out and About in Newent”
To enter Tony Boydell's Museum of Games, tucked away in the quaintly named Shambles,

I is to enter a bygone world — a world without flickering screens and not a button to press
anywhere.

« Close your eyes and you can almost hear Uncle Mac, of Children's Hour fame, wishing his
listeners to the wireless, never radio, “Good night Children everywhere” as they sit in their

I short trousers and gym slips, gazing intently at a cardboard board game, pleading for that
extra minute before they ascend that “ Wooden hill to Bedfordshire”

Not the biggest museum in the world,, it is true to say, but what it lacks in square footage it
I more than makes up for in its contents.

With the earliest game dating from 1803, reputed to have been played by no less than
= George 111,via just about every variation of Monopoly that has ever been invented to up to

the minute War Games. Currently, he has over 1300 in stock but this is being added to on
I a weekly basis. He has already outgrown his original premises and has an overflow
showroom in an adjacent building. Currently he is only open on a Friday and Saturday but
bespoke tours can be arranged to suit.

I Tony is both a life-long gamer, as well as being an inveterate collector [some say Hoarder ,
Ed] and a designer of games. His museum began when his collection at home started to

® overflow and he looked around for somewhere to store them. He hit on the idea of displaying
them so that others could share his passion and enjoy them. In the years that he has been

I open he now attracts visitors from all over the world, with both the USA and Japan providing

the most. He has a regular podcast which has a wide listener base. He has a gift shop

adjacent which is mainly stocked with duplicates from his collection but the impression is

I that parting with anything is a wrench

He is also pleased to share his love of Gaming with others and he says that the interest

grows every year, perhaps in a backlash against impersonal screens on the ubiquitous

I phone. Much nearer home he hosts a regular games evening on Wednesdays at a hostelry
familiar to Probus member, the King’s Arms. There, around two dozen regulars gather to

= play a variety of board games ranging from the conventional such as monopoly to esoteric
ones such as Dungeons & Dragons war games.

I Just google Board Games to judge the level of interest in them; you will see that it is an
international phenomenon, cutting across gender and all age groups. Here in tiny Newent,
Tony is holding his own and flying the flag for his adoptive home




Whore am .f this month !

Thanks to all those who
submitted articles and assisted

with production.
Ed

To the best of the Editors knowledge, images used
are not subject to any copyright issues.



