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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 12th AUGUST 2025


Chairman: Mike welcomed 24 members to the meeting, with a special mention for Roger Blowey, who was attending his first meeting as a member.

Apologies: Nigel Johnson, John Martin, Peter Hines, Chris Yates, John Oakman, Dorian Osborne.
.
Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 8th July 2025 were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising:  None.

Treasurer:  Mike informed members that the Summer Party had been very successful and that although priced to members at £2.50 less than 2024, after taking the raffle income into account it had returned a surplus of £130. 

Speaker Secretary: Fraser informed members that speakers were booked to the end of the year.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: David thanked Paul for organising the very successful pub lunches, and Paul commented that 2 members had recently volunteered to arrange lunches next year.
David confirmed that the combined visit with NHLS to Caerleon & Newport on the 7th August had been very interesting although in total only 20 people had attended. He pointed out that this was a low number for a coach trip could have implications for similar visits in the future.
	Kelvin and Fraser informed the meeting that the proposed car treasure hunt had been postponed until 2026, partly because Fraser was currently unable to drive.
Kelvin informed the meeting about a Flower, Produce, Arts and Crafts Show taking place in the Gorsley Village Hall on the 30th August. He pointed out that as “members of a Gorsley based organisation” Probus members were eligible to enter items into the show.

Webmaster: Ray confirmed that a new club laptop, as approved by the committee, would be purchased in the next 2 – 3 weeks.

AOB: 	Andrew informed members that the “Where am I” picture in the August newsletter was of the old law courts and police station in Newent.

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speaker: Terry Ransome – “Yuri Gagarin and the Chief Designer”

Terry introduced his talk by giving the members some background on his career and how he became involved with the “Space Race” in the UK, America and Russia.
He highlighted three key events:
4th October 1957 – Sputnik 1 launched, the first satellite launched into space
12th April 1961 – Vostok launched, the first manned space flight with Yuri Gagarin aboard
21st July 1969 - The first Moon landing by the Americans
He explained that the Chief Designer for the Russian space programme was a Ukrainian, whose name was not publicised until after his death in 1966. His name was Sergei Korolev. He was the head of the Russian space project and designed the Soyuz rockets and the spacecraft used in all the unmanned and early manned launches.
Yuri Gagarin was the son of a farmer and had trained as a foundry technician before training to be a pilot. He applied to become a cosmonaut and was selected as one of the 20 candidates to be trained for the first manned flight. 
At 07.07 BST on the 12th April 1961 he was launched into space in the Vostok capsule. After a perfect launch he completed one orbit of the earth before the capsule separated from the Soyuz rocket and as the capsule neared the ground he ejected and parachuted safely to earth. He became the first person ever to see the earth from space, in a flight that lasted 108 minutes. He immediately became a worldwide celebrity. Sadly, he died in an aircraft crash in 1968 at the age of 34.
Terry concluded his talk by confirming that 1956 launches using the Soyuz rocket had taken place before the Russian space programme was officially halted on the 15th February 2022.

John Weeden thanked Terry for his very interesting and informative talk. The members concluded by showing their appreciation with a warm round of applause.

Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Brian Parker.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there was just one birthday to celebrate.
		John Burnett on the 18th August.
There were no anniversaries to celebrate.

Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some one-line jokes.

Mike concluded the formal part of the meeting with two jokes.

Next Meeting: 26th August 2025.

Next Speaker: John Franklin – “WW2 Tanks, why did the British produce so many bad ones?”




Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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