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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 14th OCTOBER 2025


Chairman: Mike welcomed 26 members to the meeting and informed them that unfortunately John Oakman had been taken into Gloucester hospital recently after several falls at home. All the members wished him well.

Apologies: John Martin, Nigel Johnson, Andrew Graham, Peter Hines, Paul Dodd, John Oakman, Robert Jenkins.

Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd September 2025 were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None.

Treasurer: Mike informed the meeting that the 6 months accounts to 30th September were available to view in the members area of the website.
	He confirmed that after a small deficit in the first 3 months mainly due to subsidising the Summer Party, the 6 months accounts showed a surplus of £282. As agreed previously by the committee this surplus was being used to the benefit of members by reducing the cost of the Christmas Lunch to £25 per person, £10 less than 2024.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that speakers had been booked up to the 12th May 2026, covering a wide range of topics from Heraldry to the SS Uganda.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: David informed the meeting that the Westons tour and lunch in the Scrumpy House had been very good. He confirmed that the November pub lunch at the Trumpet would be on Wednesday 5th November as the pub did not open on Tuesdays. Kelvin confirmed that Andrew Graham the organiser was waiting for the menu and as soon as this was available, he would send out full details.
	Kelvin also confirmed that 16 people had already booked for the Christmas Lunch, and he asked members to let him have their bookings and menu choices as soon as possible.

Webmaster: Ray informed members that some minor changes were being made to the website and reconfirmed the password: Gorsley25

AOB: 	Mike told members that the club had been invited to send a representative to the Newent Remembrance Day Service on Sunday 9th November, and Peter Hayes volunteered to represent the club. Mike also confirmed that a wreath had been ordered.
	Kelvin informed members that an updated version of the Membership Names and Addresses booklet (Sept 25 on-line only) was available to view or download in the members area of the website. This version contains details of all 35 current members.

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speaker: Mike Aggleton – “Fairey Swordfish 1939 - 1945”

Mike Warburton introduced Mike Aggleton and thanked him for the work that he had done with many Probus clubs and in particular with our club during covid. He explained that it was Mike’s idea to use Zoom to allow clubs to continue to meet during the restrictions and without this initiative it was very likely that many clubs would have ceased to exist.

Mike started his talk by explaining that his interest in the Fairey Swordfish had begun because his father had flown them. The Swordfish, known by many as “The Stringbag”, was a torpedo / reconnaissance / bomber biplane manufactured from 1939 to 1942 and operated by the Fleet Air Arm from aircraft carriers. In total 2,500 were produced, but sadly only one has survived and is based Yeovilton. He explained that initially a range of old ships were converted by adding platforms to allow the planes to land on them, and the first purpose-built aircraft carrier, the Hermes, was produced in 1924. Unfortunately, both the Air Ministry and the Admiralty showed little interest in flying planes from ships, so their development was slow.
Mike explained that the Swordfish normally had a crew of three, pilot, navigator and rear gunner, but when longer flight times were needed a reserve fuel tank was fitted in the navigator’s seat. Under normal flying conditions the plane’s speed was only 80 to 90 knots, although when diving to drop it’s torpedo it could achieve 160 knots.
The final part of Mike’s talk concentrated on the role that the Swordfish played in the early part of Second World War, particularly their involvement in the sinking of the Bismark.

Mike Warburton thanked Mike for his very interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.

Raffle: 	The raffle was won Graham Mawdsley

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were no birthdays to celebrate. 
There were two membership anniversaries to celebrate.
Dorian Osborne – 1 year on 22nd October and Stephen Wheeler – 2 years on 25th October
Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some quotations from famous people.

Mike concluded the formal part of the meeting with two jokes.

Next Meeting: 28th October 2025

Next Speaker: John Weeden – “Miscarriages of Justice”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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