


NEWENT & DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB[image: ]            


 						                            Mike Warburton: Chairman
                           	                       Tel: 01452 790727   Email: mikewarburton397@btinternet.com
  Kelvin Ashby: Secretary
                                                                              Tel: 07768 490177   Email: kelvinashby@gmail.com


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 28th OCTOBER 2025


CHAIRMAN.  Mike welcomed 25 members and gave them an update on John Oakman’s health. He remains in Tewkesbury hospital and unfortunately his wife, Hilary, has also been in hospital as well. Anyone who finds himself in the vicinity was invited to pay him a visit. (since the meeting Kelvin has spoken to Hilary, and John has now been transferred back to Gloucester Royal Hospital)
APOLOGIES. Apologies were received from John Martin, Kelvin Ashby, John Oakman, Nigel Johnson and John Atkinson.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING. The minutes of the meeting held on 14 October 2025, having been displayed on the club’s website were approved and signed as a true record.
MATTERS ARISING. There were no matters arising.
TREASURER. The club’s finances are in order and the accounts for the six months ending 30 September continue to be displayed on the club’s website
SPEAKER SECRETARY.  Fraser would like to post a short biography of, especially, newer club members, for a new feature Who’s Who in the newsletter. Contributions will be invited.
SOCIAL Andrew confirmed the revised day of Wednesday for the Trumpet pub lunch was satisfactory and, on a show of hands there were no objections to future lunch dates being on a Wednesday as nowadays, many pubs were closed on a Tuesday. Mike reminded members that payment was now due for the Christmas lunch and that gifts of prizes for the raffle were, as ever, welcomed. He did stress, however, that the management of the venue for the lunch, Hatherley Manor, was taking pains this year to rectify the lack of heating in the room and will ensure that staffing levels are sufficient on the bar.
WEBMASTER. There was nothing to report
A.O.B.  Mike advised that the Hall management were not going ahead with plans to modify the car parking facilities and that, particularly in wet weather, members were advised to park on the lane outside the hall. Stephen Wheeler gave members details of the location of the nearby defibrillator and also Mike urged members to join others at the informal post meeting at the King’s Arms, Newent, for a drink and a continuation of the social activities. Finally, Andrew revealed the location of the two photos in the Where Was I? Competition in the newsletter, namely May Hill and Haigh Wood.
SPEAKER.  A talk by fellow member John Weeden is always one to be looked forward to and todays proved no exception. To a rapt audience, John first gave details of his career as a high ranking officer in the Royal Air Force as  head of its legal services and then following his  discharge, approximately a decade working  for the Criminal Cases Review Commission [CCRC] which inter alia,  examines cases  where there could possibly have been a miscarriage of justice, resulting in an unsafe conviction.  In his talk he gave many examples, including those on which he has worked.  He commenced with the sad tale of Timothy Evans who was hanged for the murder of his wife and baby, yet it turned out to  have been committed by his landlord John Christie who was himself a mass murderer of many other women. He then went on to relate two similar cases, those of the Birmingham Six and the Guildford Four who were convicted of pub bombings in a wave of anti-Irish feelings during the troubles in Eire in the 1970s. Another notorious case was that of James Hanratty who committed, what was known as the A6 murder when he killed a couple in their parked car.  The cause became a cause celebre over the years with many prominent persons protesting his innocence. However, some thirty years after the event, the matter was finally resolved by the CCRC when DNA on the victim's clothing finally proved that Hanratty was guilty after all. Many other examples followed and keen questioning by club members showed how interested and attentive members had been in John’s talk, the forgoing of which is only a snapshot and for which he was loudly applauded.
RAFFLE.  The raffle was won by Paul Dodd.
BIRTHDAYS Best wishes were given to David Clowes on his forthcoming birthday on November 10 while Fraser was congratulated on his 11th anniversary of joining, which, appropriately, was on the very day of the meeting
NEXT MEETING.  The next meeting will be held on the 11 November when the speaker will be member Graham Mawdsley talking about his time working in Antarctica.





Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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