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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 25th NOVEMBER 2025


Chairman: Mike welcomed 25 members to the meeting, the final one in 2025. Kelvin updated the members on Fraser and John Oakman. Fraser continues to improve and plans to attend the Christmas lunch, and John, although still in hospital is improving and is now able to walk around the ward. All the members wished them both well.

Apologies: John Martin, John Oakman, Fraser Gunn, Roger Blowey, Graham Baum and David Clowes.

Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 11th November 2025 were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None.

Treasurer: Mike informed the meeting that the club’s finances were in good order.
	He asked those members that had not paid for the Christmas lunch to pay as soon as possible as the final payment to the hotel was now due.

Speaker Secretary: In Fraser’s absence there was nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Kelvin confirmed that 53 people had booked for the Christmas Lunch, and everything was organised with the hotel. He said that he would be sending out an email shortly giving details on the arrangements for the day but asked members to enter the hotel by the main entrance at the front, not the side entrance under the pergola.
	He reminded members that there would be a pub lunch on the 6th January 2026 at the Red Lion, Peterstow which was being organised by Chris Lathan. Details to be circulated nearer the date.

Webmaster: Ray informed members that the website was up to date. He also confirmed that he and Kelvin were looking at using the club’s contact email address as the Secretary’s email address so that the emails could be stored where they would be accessible to the club in the long term. 

AOB: 	Kelvin told members that Robert Jenkins was still unable to drive but would like to attend meetings. He asked if anyone could offer to provide a lift for him and Chris Lathan volunteered and Paul Dodd said that he would act as an occasional back up as required.
	Kelvin informed members that the club had been asked if they would like to send a representative to the Carol Service at St Mary’s Newent on the 3rd December, and Roger Beard said that he would attend.

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speaker: Kirstie Bingham – “The Arcane, Bizarre and downright Twitchy”

Kirstie introduced herself and told the members that she was the Heritage Manager at the John Moore Museum in Tewkesbury.
She told the meeting that the topic of her talk was on witchcraft in the late medieval and early modern period.
She explained how the fear of witchcraft and sorcery undermined religion and was referred to in both the Bible and the Koran. The Malleus Maleficarum (The Hammer of Witches) published in 1486 by catholic clergyman, Heinrich Kramer, called sorcery heresy, and became the best know treatise on witchcraft. In 1542 the Witchcraft Act was introduced in Britain and defined witchcraft as a capital offence punishable by death.
This resulted in many women and sometimes men being accused and arrested for witchcraft, particularly those in the 50 to 70 age group. Kirstie explained that in many cases it was families and not just individuals that were accused and executed.
She illustrated this with well know cases including The Witches of Worboys, The Pendle Witches and the Salem Witch Trials.
She concluded her talk by outlining how various areas of the UK had vastly different numbers of executions, the last taking place in 1682.

Mike Warburton thanked Kirstie for her very interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.

Raffle: 	The raffle was won Brian Parker.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were two birthdays to celebrate. 
		John Slack on the 1st December and Michael Ellis on the 3rd December.
There were no membership anniversaries to celebrate.
Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some quotations about winter.

Mike concluded the formal part of the meeting with some anecdotes relating to the forthcoming budget and items in the press.

Next Meeting: 13th January 2026

Next Speaker: Richard Jeynes – “The French Foreign Legion – Past and Present”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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