
  

 

I 
 
 
 My thanks go to everybody for making our Christmas lunch such a success. The 

feedback has been very favourable with everybody enjoying themselves. 

The only complaint I have received is from a member who said his legs were sore 

after rising for all the toasts! 

 As we start 2026, I imagine that most of us will be making New Year resolutions 

which we hope we will keep, although I seldom do. 

My plan for the next few months is to work with the committee on a programme that 

will keep you all entertained and enthused, so it is a good job that Probus does not 

encourage political debate. 

We have passed the shortest day, so perhaps we can start thinking about the spring. 

We already have the bulbs in the garden showing through despite the wet weather. 

My thanks again to the members of the committee for their support and for members 

who have helped organise the very successful pub lunches with the next one being a 

return visit to the Red Lion. 

My very best wishes go to all members and partners for a very happy and prosperous 

2026 

 

Mike  
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                                                         PUB LUNCH  

 

                 

 

Tuesday 6 January  

 

Winters Cross,  
 

Peterstow,  
 

Ross -on -Wye  
 

HR9 6LH  

The Red Lion  

 

 

TUESDAY 13 JANUARY 

SPEAKER: Richard Jeynes  

The French Foreign Legion Past and Present  

The French Foreign Legion is an elite military corps of the 
French Army that allows foreign nationals to enlist in 

French service, originally created in 1831. Today, it is a 
volunteer unit open to men and women of any nationality, 

with recruits enlisting under an assumed name, though 
they can request to serve under their true name after one 

year. The Legion is known for its high standards, 
disciplined training, and role in overseas missions 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

TUESDAY 27 JANUARY  

SPEAKER:  Fraser Gunn  

ñTHE GREAT FIRE OF WINDSOR ò 

In 1992 a catastrophic fire occurred, the worst in its history 
The longest occupied palace in the world, the home of 

monarchs since Henri I. The fire heaped more tragedy on 
what her Majesty Queen Elizabeth referred to as her ñAnnus 

Horribilisò. 
Fraser describes the history of the Castle, the Fire Service 
planning for such an event and how they dealt with such a 

complicated and high profile incident 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
In days gone by when about everyone 

smoked. 
A familiar sign would be placed in 

public toilets 
 

ñDO NOT DROP CIGARETTE ENDS 
IN THE URINAL 

 

Of course there was always a comic 
who would add a comment. 

 

òAs they get soggy and difficult to 

lightó 

 

Just finished reading an 
excellent book called 

"Fights on a Narrowboat"  
by R.G. Bargee 

 

 

 

A wife complained to her 
husband that the sparkle had 
gone out of their marriage, 
she said she wanted to be 
treated like she was before 
they were married. 

So he took her to the cinema and then to  
dinnerééé..then dropped her off at her 

parents and went home!  

 

Off to Suffolk for a 
serious operation.        
The surgeon is 
going to swap my 
left hip with my 
right. 
The only hospital 
qualified to do this 
procedure is 
é.Ipswich.  


