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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 13th JANUARY 2026


Chairman: Mike welcomed 22 members and 2 guests, Paul Squires and Tony Knight, to the meeting, the first one in 2026. Paul subsequently confirmed that he will be joining the club.
Kelvin updated the members on John Oakman, John Atkinson and Nigel Johnson who unfortunately were all unwell.

Apologies: John Martin, John Oakman, Roger Blowey, John Atkinson, Mike Townsend, Dorian Osborne, Nigel Johnson and Brian Parker.

Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 25th November 2025 were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None.

Treasurer: Mike informed the meeting that the club’s finances were in good order.
	He explained that although the club had subsidised the costs of the summer party and Christmas lunch, the raffles at both events had largely covered the costs of the subsidies. This had resulted in a slightly increased surplus of £296 for the nine-month accounts to 31st December 2025. He confirmed that the full accounts for this period were available to view in the members area of the website.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that the speaker programme was in place. He also informed members that Radio Gloucestershire was planning to feature four conversations with members of the Cheltenham Probus club from the 26th to the 29th January. He agreed that he would circulate full details to members should they wish to listen. 

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: David confirmed that the quiz night had been arranged for Monday 19th January and that a skittles night was being organised for February, details to be confirmed shortly. He also explained that he would be looking at joint outings with Newent Local History Society in the summer provided that the society went ahead with them as coach costs were continuing to rise.

Webmaster: Ray informed members that the website was up to date and asked them to notify him if they noticed any problems.

AOB: 	Andrew confirmed that the “Where am I” pictures in the January newsletter were taken at the cloisters in Gloucester Cathedral and the world-famous library in Oporto, Portugal, the link between the two being Harry Potter.
	

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speaker: Richard Jaynes – “The French Foreign Legion – Past & Present”

Richard introduced himself and told the members that he had originally studied archaeology before joining the army, specialising in military intelligence. He confirmed that he had actually worked alongside the French Foreign Legion (FFL) on one joint project whilst in the army.
He explained that most peoples understanding of the FFL was based on the adventure book Beau Geste written by P.C. Wren in 1924. Although Wren was never in the FFL most of the writing in his book was taken from accounts from FFL members. The explained that the majority of the recruits to the FFL since its formation have been from foreign countries and not French nationals.
Richard explained that although the FFL formed in 1831 was and still is part of the French army the loyalty of its members is to the Legion not the French government.
He told members of a number of famous FFL actions from the 1800’s to modern times to illustrate how significant the Legions contribution has been to history.

Chris Yates thanked Ricard for his extremely interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.

Raffle: 	The raffle was won Graham Baum.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there was one birthday to celebrate. 
		Dorian Osborne on the 22nd January
There were two membership anniversaries to celebrate.
Ray McCairn - 12 years on the 14th, and Andrew Graham – 8 years on the 23rd
Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some new year’s resolutions attributed to famous people.

Mike concluded the formal part of the meeting with a couple of jokes relating to the days talk.

Next Meeting: 27th January 2026

Next Speaker: Fraser Gunn – “The Great Fire of Windsor”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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