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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 27th JANUARY 2026


Chairman: Mike welcomed 21 members to the meeting. He informed the members of the very sad news that John Atkinson had passed away on the 21st January. He said that John had been a member of the club for 18 years and although ill and receiving dialysis 3 times a week he had barely missed a meeting, which showed how much being part of the club had meant to him. Members stood and observed a minute’s silence in remembrance of John who will be truly missed.
	Kelvin informed the meeting that John’s funeral would be on Thursday 12th February @ 12:30 at the Forest of Dean Crematorium and afterwards at the Orangery at Trioscape Garden Centre. He asked any members that planned to attend to let him know so that he could give the details to Julia.
Kelvin also updated the members on John Oakman, who is now in the Deer Park Care Home, Ledbury, in room 61. He confirmed that John would welcome any visitors but suggested it would be best to ring the home first to arrange a suitable time.

Apologies: John Martin, Dorian Osborne, Brian Parker, Chris Lathan, Paul Dodd, Chris Yates and John Oakman.

Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 13th January were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None.

Treasurer:   Mike informed the meeting that the club’s finances were in good order.
	He thanked Fraser for organising a very successful quiz night and the attendees for all paying on time.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that the speaker programme was in place. He apologised that the February edition of the Newsletter would be later than normal as he recently had to replace his laptop and it would take some time to transfer all his files.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: David confirmed that Paul Dodd had everything in place for the Pub Lunch at the Farmers Arms on the 3rd February.
	Mike reminded members of the Skittles Evening on the 18th February and Kelvin said that he would be sending out a reminder in a few days.
	Mike confirmed that the Summer Party would be on the 28th July and that the same entertainers as last year had been booked again. He also asked members what they would prefer to do for the 2026 Christmas Lunch, and Fraser said that he was looking into the suitability of the Bell Hotel in Coleford as a possible option.
	Mike also asked for additional volunteers to come forward to help Paul Dodd to organise Pub lunches.

Webmaster: Ray confirmed that the password for the members area of the website was Gorsley25

AOB: 	Kelvin informed members that an updated version of the Members Booklet was available on the website.
	Ray told the meeting that he was producing a map to show where defibrillators close to the hall were located, and that a copy of the map would be displayed on the hall’s notice board as soon as it was available.

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speaker: Fraser Gunn – “The Great Fire of Windsor”

For the benefit of the new members at the meeting Fraser started his talk by outlining his 30-year career in the fire service which started in 1967 in Plymouth.
Before detailing what happened leading up to and during the fire he explained that although Berkshire is a relatively small county it had many high-risk sites. These include the castle, Ascot racecourse, Eton college, Broadmoor hospital and many more.
The castle fire started at 11:15 am on the 20th November 1992 in the Queens Chapel, which although emptied of its contents was being used by a team of picture restorers while extensive re-wiring of the castle was taking place. At the height of the fire 225 firemen were involved in fighting the blaze while many staff and volunteers were removing large numbers of valuable items from the affected areas. Fraser explained that after 5 hours the fire was brought under control, but it continued for a further 5 hours, and 60 fireman and 8 fire appliances remained on site for 6 days to ensure that it did not break out again.
Fraser completed his talk by informing members that in 1994 a 5-year restoration project began with a budget of £40 million. The work was completed 6 months early and under budget at a cost of £36.5 million.

David Clowes thanked Fraser for his extremely interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.

Raffle: 	The raffle was won Graham Mawdsley.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there was one birthday to celebrate. 
		Graham Baum on the 30th January.
There was also one membership anniversary to celebrate.
Peter Hayes – 16 years on the 9th February
Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some one-line jokes.
Mike concluded the formal part of the meeting with a couple of jokes relating to the days talk.

Next Meeting: 10th February 2026

Next Speaker: Nigel Lloyd Jones, Glos Road Safety – “Drive Safer for Longer”

Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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