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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2026


Chairman: Mike welcomed 22 members to the meeting and reminded them that John 
	Atkinsons funeral would be on Thursday 12th February @ 12:30 at the Forest of Dean Crematorium and afterwards at the Orangery at Trioscape Garden Centre. 
time.

Apologies: John Martin, John Oakman, Chris Lathan, Chris Yates and Brian Parker.

Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 27th January were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None.

Treasurer:   Mike informed the meeting that there was nothing specific to report other than to thank members for their payments for the skittles evening.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser apologised that he had been unable to produce the February edition of the Newsletter due to the failure of his laptop, which should be replaced in time to produce the March edition. He confirmed that the speaker programme was in place to the end of March and that he was arranging speakers for the following 3 months. Topics to be covered would include English China Clay, Policing in the 70’s & 80’s, Bristol Chanel Steamers, Mossad plus several others.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Kelvin reminded members that they needed to book for the Skittles Evening by the end of the day and confirmed that the March Pub Lunch, being organised by Stephen Wheeler, would be on the 3rd March at the Kilcot Inn.
	He also confirmed that everything was booked for the Summer Party on the 28th July, and this year the pork roast would be provided by Country Butchers as Gurneys were not available on that date.

Webmaster: Ray confirmed that the defibrillator location map was now on the hall’s notice board. Mike thanked Ray for the work that he was doing on updating the club’s website and noted that some testimonials from some of the newer members would be useful to include the front page welcome.

AOB: 	None





[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speaker: Nigel Lloyd Jones, Glos Road Safety – “Drive Safer for Longer”

Nigel, ably assisted by his sister, Alexandra, both from the Gloucestershire Older Drivers Forum, gave a very informative talk on two subjects: Driving Safely in Winter and Planning to Retire from Driving.
In the first part of their talk, they explained that there were three main elements to any driving scenario which we can influence, Driving Ability, Vehicle Preparedness and Journey Planning.
They highlighted things to consider under Driving Ability, such as eyesight, reactions, medical conditions, medications, a mature driver review, an advanced driver course, the highway code and shared driving. 
Under Vehicle Preparedness they discussed battery health, operation of lights, condition of tyres and wiper blades, fluid levels, visibility and essential equipment to be carried in the vehicle.
They continued by highlighting things to consider under Journey Planning, including 
the need to identify the safest route, being aware of weather and light conditions, having sufficient fuel / charge in the vehicle, and allowing sufficient time to allow for changes in conditions during the journey.
Nigel and Alexandra concluded their talk by suggesting ways to plan for the time when you retire from driving.

Nigel Johnson thanked them both for an excellent talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Peter Hayes

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were three birthdays to celebrate. 
Stephen Wheeler on the 10th Feb, Paul Squires on the 12th Feb and Chris Lathan on the 23rd Feb.
There was also one membership anniversary to celebrate.
Nigel Johnson – 3 years on the 15th Feb.
Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some Les Dawson jokes.
Mike concluded the formal part of the meeting with a couple of jokes relating to the days talk.

Next Meeting: 24th February 2026

Next Speaker: Brian Barber – “Building Community Radio Stations in Liberia”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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