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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 24th FEBRUARY 2026


Chairman: Mike welcomed 19 members to the meeting. Kelvin informed members that John 
	Atkinsons funeral had been well attended with the club represented by several members and partners. He confirmed that Jan Chaves funeral would be on 11th March @ 11:30 at the Forest of Dean Crematorium, noting that her family had requested mourners to wear bright clothes rather than black.
	Kelvin also informed the meeting that Brian Parkers wife, Sylvia, was in hospital in a serious condition having had a fall recently.

Apologies: John Martin, John Oakman, Chris Lathan, Chris Yates, Roger Blowey, Michael Ellis, Graham Baum, Paul Dodd and Brian Parker.

Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 10th February were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: Kelvin told members that he had scanned the fact sheets for the “Older Drivers Forum” talk given at the last meeting and if any members would like them, he would email copies to them.

Treasurer:   Mike informed the meeting that the accounts were in good order even though the club had subsidised the recent quiz and skittles evenings. He predicted that at the end of quarter 4 there would be a surplus of approx. £150.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that a detailed plan was in place for future speakers.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Kelvin reminded members that they needed to book for the March Pub Lunch with Stephen Wheeler by the end of the day.
	Members were asked if they were happy to go ahead with a pub lunch on the 7th April as it was immediately after the bank holiday. By a show of hands, it was agreed that they were.
	Kelvin told members that he, Nigel and Stepen were investigating possible venues for the Christmas Lunch. One that was under consideration was the Bell Hotel in Coleford, and members were asked if they had any personal experience of the hotel. Comments made were positive and it was agreed that more work would be carried out on this venue. Members were also asked if they had any ideas on other possible venues, but none were put forward.

Webmaster: Ray mentioned that the “Older Drivers Forum” were hosting a webinar on Saturday 28th February at 10:00 am. Reserve a place at https://tinyurl.com/2rk37y39


AOB: 	None

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speaker: Brian Barber – “Building Community Radio Stations in Liberia”

Brian started his talk by explaining that for many years he was an aid worker, working in many different war zones in Africa. In 2003 he volunteered to work in Liberia on the west coast of Africa, as part of a US aid programme setting up community radio stations in isolated areas throughout the country. At this time the roads in Liberia were little more than sand / mud tracks so it was extremely difficult to travel any distance. He explained that President Taylor oversaw a very corrupt regime that controlled every aspect of the country, and the national radio station was only used to broadcast propaganda. The initiative to set up local radio stations was to provide news and local stories to the outlying areas in both English and their own languages.
He explained how the small local radio stations were set up, but he also went on to illustrate how the country was being torn apart by violence including the kidnapping of young children to fight in the rebel armies.
He remained in Liberia until 2007 by which time 100,000 solar / wind up radios had been supplied to the population so that they could listen to the 50 plus radio stations that had been set up by the team.

Paul Crockett thanked Brian for an excellent talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Roger Beard

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there was one birthday to celebrate. 
Fred Bach on the 7th March
There were no membership anniversaries to celebrate.
Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some Morecombe & Wise jokes.
Mike concluded the formal part of the meeting with a couple of jokes loosely 
relating to the days talk.

Next Meeting: 10th March 2026

Next Speaker: Zak Coombs – “The SS Uganda School Ship and the Falklands Conflict”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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