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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 10th MARCH 2026


Chairman: Mike welcomed 21 members to the meeting. Kelvin informed members that Sylvia Parker’s funeral would be on the 26th March @ 11.30 am at the Forest of Dean crematorium and afterwards at Trioscape.

Apologies: John Martin, John Oakman, Chris Lathan, Roger Blowey, Andrew Graham, Fraser Gunn, John Slack and Roger Beard.

Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 24th February were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   Nothing to report.

Speaker Secretary: In Fraser’s absence there was nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Paul Dodd reminded members that they needed to book for the April Pub Lunch at the Duke of York, Berrow, with him by the 29th March.

Webmaster: Ray mentioned that the copper cables currently used in many areas for broadband were due to be phased out in January 2027. He plans to investigate alternatives for members living locally and will report back when he has more information.

AOB: 	None

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speaker: Zak Coombs – “The SS Uganda School Ship and the Falklands Conflict”

Zak, resplendent in his Falklands medals, started his talk with some history of the SS Uganda. The ship was launched in 1952 and was used to transport passengers and cargo to and from East Africa. In 1967 / 1968 it was converted into a cruise ship specifically designed to allow up to 1000 school children to visit cities around the Mediterranean.
In 1982 Zak was Assistant Purser on the ship, on a normal cruise full of schoolchildren, when on the 2nd April 1982 Argentina invaded the Falkland Islands.
The UK government requisitioned several civilian ships, one of these was the SS Uganda, which was to be used as a hospital ship. Zak explained that the ship immediately sailed to Naples where the children disembarked and from there it went on to Gibraltar to be converted for its new role. In just 68 hours it was converted to a hospital ship with an operating theatre, triage rooms, X ray facilities and a landing deck to allow helicopters to land with casualties. Additionally, it was modified so that fuel and water supplies could be replenished at sea without the need for the ship to berth.
During the conflict 730 casualties were treated on board the ship, 150 of which were Argentinians, and only 3 casualties of those treated died. 1063 helicopter landings were made on the ship up to the time that it was stood down on the 9th August 1982.
Zak concluded his talk by naming and remembering the 3 brave men that died from their injuries whilst on board the SS Uganda.

Graham Mawdsley thanked Zak for an excellent talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Richard Holyhead.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there was one birthday to celebrate. 
Fraser Gunn on the 18th March
There was also one membership anniversary to celebrate.
Chris Yates – 3 years on the 18th March.
Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some Tommy Cooper jokes.
Mike concluded the formal part of the meeting with a couple of jokes loosely 
relating to the days talk.

Next Meeting: 24th March 2026

Next Speaker: Steve Bryce – “The Marine Conservation Society”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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