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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 24th MARCH 2026


Chairman: In Mike Warburton’s absence Nigel Johnson chaired the meeting and welcomed 16 members. 

Apologies: Mike Warburton, John Martin, John Oakman, Chris Lathan, Roger Blowey, John Slack, David Clowes, Dorian Osborne, Michael Ellis, Stephen Wheeler and John Franklin.

Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 10th March were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   Nigel informed the meeting that the accounts were in good order and that Mike would be giving a detailed update at the AGM in April.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that speakers were booked up to the summer party. He also informed members that there would be no speaker at the AGM, instead he was organising “Call my Bluff” with two teams of three members.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Paul Dodd reminded members that they needed to book for the April Pub Lunch at the Duke of York, Berrow, with him by the 29th March.

Webmaster: Ray confirmed that the web content was up to date and that he no longer had a landline number at home.

AOB: 	Nigel informed members that Peter Hines had decided not to renew his membership as since moving to Alcester he was finding the journey too much. He pointed out that Peter had joined the club almost 25 years ago during which time he had been newsletter editor, theatre trips organiser and pub lunch organiser, assisted by his late wife Lee. Peter will be attending the April pub lunch as the club’s guest which will give members an opportunity to say their farewells to him.

	Nigel also mentioned that Aston Ingham village hall would be holding a quiz evening on the 11th April and any members wishing to attend would be very welcome. The cost would be £10 per person including food, contact Nigel or Chris Yates for more details.




[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speaker: Steve Bryce – “The Marine Conservation Society”

Steve introduced himself to the members and told them that he had worked with the Marine Conservation Society (MCS) for the last 4 years after retiring from teaching. He confirmed that King Charles is the patron of the charitable society which is based in Ross on Wye where it was founded in 1983. The organisation works with businesses, governments and communities to clean and protect the oceans, aiming to achieve cleaner, better protected and healthier UK seas where nature flourishes and people thrive. The society currently employs approximately 100 people and has an income (mainly donations) of approximately £5 million a year.
Steve explained that the seas and oceans act as a drain for everything that runs off the land, and as marine plants produce around 50% of the worlds oxygen it is vitally important to protect them from contamination. He outlined the problems caused by overfishing and modern fishing techniques, particularly bottom towed fishing.
He highlighted that between 8 – 14 million tons of plastic enters the oceans every year, which although it may degrade over the years it will never disappear.
He concluded by confirming that the society is doing as much as it can to educate the younger generation about the issues as it is their generation that will have to find solutions to overcome the problems.

Andrew Graham thanked Steve for an excellent and very interesting talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Clive Dunning.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were no birthdays to celebrate. 
There were 6 membership anniversaries to celebrate.
25th March, John Weeden – 12 years. 28th March, Paul Dodd – 13 years.
1st April, Mike Townsend – 7 years, Brian Parker – 10 years, Fred Bach – 32 years.
4th April, Roger Beard – 19 years.
Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some Tommy Cooper jokes.
Nigel concluded the formal part of the meeting with some jokes loosely 
relating to the days talk.

Next Meeting: 14th April 2026

Next Speaker: John Bottomley – “Understanding Heraldry”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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