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 						                            Mike Warburton: Chairman
                           	                       Tel: 01452 790727   Email: mikewarburton397@btinternet.com
  Kelvin Ashby: Secretary
                                                                              Tel: 07768 490177   Email: kelvinashby@gmail.com


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 14th APRIL 2026


Chairman: Mike welcomed 21 members to the meeting, his last club meeting as Chairman. 

Apologies: Chris Lathan, Michael Ellis, Mike Townsend, Roger Beard, Graham Mawdsley and Fraser Gunn.

Minutes of last meeting:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 24th March were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   Mike informed members that he had produced draft accounts for the year which were currently being reviewed by Graham Baum. Once finalised they would be posted on the website. He confirmed that they showed a surplus of £168 and that the club was in a sound financial situation with approx. £3200 in the bank account.
	He explained that as agreed most of the surplus had been used during the year to subsidise social events, particularly the summer party and Christmas lunch. He confirmed that the committee had agreed that this would be continued in the next financial year. He mentioned that the cost of the summer party, which was heavily subsidised last year would be higher this year as County Butchers costs were higher than Gurneys. 
	Mike told members that a draft budget had been produced for 2026-2027, and that member subscriptions would remain at £75. He asked members to make their payments into the club’s bank account as soon as possible.

Speaker Secretary: All ok as planned.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Kelvin confirmed that the next pub lunch would be on the 5th May at the Moon at Mordiford. He also asked for a volunteer to organise the June pub lunch.

Webmaster: Ray had nothing specific to report.

AOB: 	Andrew told members that the two “where am I” pictures in the April newsletter were of the Mirystock Bridge in the Forest of Dean, and the statue of Robert the Bruce at Bannockburn, Stirling.
	Kelvin told members that he had put copies of the Club Officer & Committee Nominations forms on the tables so that members had seen them before the AGM in 2 weeks’ time. (copy attached to the minutes)




[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speaker: John Bromley – “Understanding Heraldry”

John introduced himself to the members and told them that he was not a specialist in heraldry but had become interested in it through his love of metal detecting. As he dug up more artefacts which showed various coats of arms, he started to research the subject more.
He explained how heraldry was about showing people who you where, starting in the 1100,s when knights began to wear helmets which covered their faces, and therefore couldn’t be recognised. To aid recognition they started to paint unique combinations of colours, shapes and animals, called their “Arms” on their shields and banners. Only one person was allowed to use these arms, which meant that each knight could be easily recognised.
He went on to explain that many of the original Norman French terms are still used to describe various aspects of a coat of arms today. He illustrated this with many examples of the colours, shapes and charges that when combined create a unique coat of arms, which over time can be expanded to incorporate a wife or other family members.

Dorian Osborne thanked John for a fascinating and very interesting talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Stephen Wheeler.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were two birthdays to celebrate. 
		Clive Dunning on the 16th April and Paul Crockett on the 24th April.
There were 2 membership anniversaries to celebrate.
22nd April, Graham Ellis – 1 year and 24th April – Graham Mawdsley – 2 years.
Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some Tommy Cooper jokes.
Mike concluded the formal part of the meeting with some jokes loosely 
relating to the days talk.

Next Meeting: The AGM on the 28th April 2026

Next Speaker: There will be no speaker as it is the AGM, but there will be a special club edition 
                         of “Call my Bluff”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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						                                                          NEWENT & DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB

						    CLUB OFFICER & COMMITTEE				               Year :    2026/2027

						                              NOMINATIONS

						                        CLUB OFFICERS

				POSITION		NOMINEE		PROPOSER		SECONDER		DATE

				CHAIRMAN		Nigel Johnson		Mike Warburton		n/a

				VICE CHAIRMAN		John Weeden		Nigel Johnson		n/a

				SECRETARY		Kelvin Ashby		Members at Club Meeting		Members at Club Meeting

				TREASURER		Mike Warburton		Members at Club Meeting		Members at Club Meeting

						                        COMMITTEE MEMBERS

				PROGRAMME SECRETARY		Fraser Gunn		Members at Club Meeting		Members at Club Meeting

				WEBMASTER		Ray McCairn		Members at Club Meeting		Members at Club Meeting

				SOCIAL SECRETARY		Stephen Wheeler		Members at Club Meeting		Members at Club Meeting

				COMMITTEE MEMBER		Mike Townsend		Members at Club Meeting		Members at Club Meeting

						         ASSOCIATED APPOINTMENTS

				PUB
 LUNCHES		Paul Dodd		n/a		n/a

				TECHNICAL SUPPORT		John Franklin		n/a		n/a

				TECHNICAL SUPPORT		Mike Townsend		n/a		n/a

				TECHNICAL SUPPORT		Richard Holyhead		n/a		n/a

				RAFFLE   ORGANISER		Chris Lathan		n/a		n/a

				INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISOR		Graham Baum		n/a		n/a

				NEWSLETTER		Fraser Gunn		n/a		n/a

				THE ABOVE POSITIONS WERE ENDORSED BY THE MEMBERS AT THE CLUB AGM



								SIGNED……………………………….

								Chairman

				3/11/26
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NEWENT & DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB

    CLUB OFFICER & COMMITTEE

               Year :    2026/2027

                              NOMINATIONS

                        CLUB OFFICERS

POSITION NOMINEE PROPOSER SECONDER DATE

CHAIRMAN Nigel Johnson Mike Warburton n/a

VICE CHAIRMAN John Weeden Nigel Johnson n/a

SECRETARY Kelvin Ashby

Members at Club 

Meeting

Members at Club 

Meeting

TREASURER Mike Warburton

Members at Club 

Meeting

Members at Club 

Meeting

                        COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PROGRAMME 

SECRETARY

Fraser Gunn

Members at Club 

Meeting

Members at Club 

Meeting

WEBMASTER Ray McCairn

Members at Club 

Meeting

Members at Club 

Meeting

SOCIAL 

SECRETARY

Stephen Wheeler

Members at Club 

Meeting

Members at Club 

Meeting

COMMITTEE 

MEMBER Mike Townsend

Members at Club 

Meeting

Members at Club 

Meeting

         ASSOCIATED APPOINTMENTS

PUB

 LUNCHES Paul Dodd n/a n/a

TECHNICAL 

SUPPORT John Franklin n/a n/a

TECHNICAL 

SUPPORT Mike Townsend n/a n/a

TECHNICAL 

SUPPORT Richard Holyhead n/a n/a

RAFFLE   

ORGANISER Chris Lathan n/a n/a

INDEPENDENT 

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Graham Baum n/a n/a

NEWSLETTER

Fraser Gunn n/a n/a

THE ABOVE POSITIONS WERE ENDORSED BY THE MEMBERS AT THE CLUB AGM

SIGNED……………………………….

Chairman

11/03/2026


