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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 12th MAY 2026


Chairman: Nigel welcomed 21 members to the meeting, his first club meeting as Chairman. 

Apologies: Graham Mawdsley, Richard Holyhead, Paul Crockett, Andrew Graham and Peter Hayes.

Minutes of last meeting:  There were no minutes to sign as the minutes of the meeting held on the 14th April were approved and signed at the AGM.

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   Mike informed the meeting that a number of members still had not paid their annual subscriptions, and he asked them to pay as quickly as possible.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that speakers were booked well ahead.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Stephen reminded members that the next pub lunch would be on the 2nd June at the New Dawn Inn, Norton. 
		Kelvin gave details of a joint visit with the Newent Local History Society to Much Wenlock, the birthplace of the modern Olympic Games, on the 13th August. He confirmed that he would circulate full details with the booking form shortly.
	Kelvin also reminded members of the date of the Summer Party, 28th July, and asked them to ensure that they noted the date in their diaries.

Webmaster: Ray informed the meeting that a new password would be issued for the members area of the website once all members subs had been received.

AOB: 	None

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speakers: Jan and Nick Nelson – “An introduction to Philately”

Jan and Nick introduced themselves to the meeting explaining that they were members of the Hereford and Mid Wales Philatelic Society and confirming that Philately was just a “posh name” for stamp collecting.
Nick said that he had been collecting stamps since he was a child, but Jan had started after they met, and she now specialised in collecting stamps from Brazil.
They explained how the Penny Black, the world’s first postage stamp, introduced in England in 1840, revolutionised postal communication. Within 3 months of it’s launch the volume of letters being sent had increased tenfold. The main reason for this was that previously the recipient of the letter paid the postage cost which could vary dramatically dependant on where it was sent from. Using the Penny Black stamp the sender paid the fixed cost of one penny. 
They explained what measures were taken then and now to reduce forgery of postage stamps, to the point where today every single stamp is individual and can be identified using its own 3D Q code.
They concluded their talk by outlining many of the different types of stamps and other related postal materials being collected and how competitive events take place throughout the world.

David Clowes thanked Jan and Nick for a very interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Chris Yates.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were four birthdays to celebrate. 
His own on the 17th May, John Frankin and Mike Townsend on the 18th May, and Mike Warburton on the 20th May.
There was one membership anniversary to celebrate.
Mike Warburton – 9 years on the 23rd May.
Kelvin told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some quotes from well-known people.
Nigel concluded the formal part of the meeting with a legal anecdote loosely 
connected with the subject of the days talk.

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on the 26th May 2026.

Next Speaker: Bruce Williamson – “Unusual Operations during the Cold War”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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