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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 26th MAY 2026


Chairman: Nigel welcomed 21 members to the meeting.

Apologies: Graham Mawdsley, Paul Crockett, Paul Dodd and John Weeden.

Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on the 12th May were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   Mike informed the meeting that all 30 members had paid their annual subscriptions, and he thanked them for this. He also confirmed that the club’s accounts were in good order.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that speakers were booked up to Christmas.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Stephen reminded members that the next pub lunch would be on the 2nd June at the New Dawn Inn, Norton, and asked anyone still wishing to book to let him have their menu choices by the end of the day.
		Nigel informed members that the July pub lunch was being organised by Paul Dodd and would be on the 7th July at the White Hart, Broadoak, and Kelvin would send out full details shortly.
	Nigel also reminded members of the date of the Summer Party, 28th July.

Webmaster: Ray informed the meeting that a new password would be issued for the members area of the website now all members subs had been received.
	He also told members that an updated Risk Assessment (May 26) had been posted in the members area of the website and asked them to ensure that they familiarised themselves with it. Additionally, he reconfirmed that Graham Baum was acting as the club’s First Aid Representative.

AOB: 	Nigel explained that a volunteer was needed to represent the club at the Newent Remembrance Day Parade and Service on the 8th November. He asked members to let Kelvin know if they were prepared to volunteer.

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speakers: Bruce Williamson – “Unusual Operations during the Cold War”

Bruce introduced himself to members and explained that he had served in the Metropolitan Police for 5 years before joining the RAF where he was involved in Air Traffic Control. After leaving the RAF he continued his career in ATC as a civilian, finally retiring in 2018.
The first operation he detailed was code named “Ju Jitsu” which used Tornado aircraft, flying from a base in Scunthorpe, to take radar photographs of military installations in Russia. Two operations took place on the 17th April 1952 and 29th April 1954.
He followed this with details on operation “Home Run” which involved US RB47 aircraft flying 156 reconnaissance missions over the Baltic States, and operation “Chrome Dome” where US B52 aircraft flew over 600 flights with atomic bombs on board to act as deterrent. 
He concluded with information on operations “Dark Gene” and “Project Ibex” which were joint operations with Iran. 
He finished the talk by explaining how Israel and Iran had developed their nuclear programmes and had both become major nuclear powers. 

Chris Yates thanked Bruce for a very detailed, interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.

Nigel followed on from the talk with some jokes with “Cold War” connections.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Reg Nutall.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were no birthdays and anniversaries to 
celebrate. 
He told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some quotes from well-known people.

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on the 9th June 2026.

Next Speaker: Sue Hickman – “Pills, People and Pollution”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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