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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 9th JUNE 2026


Chairman: John Weeden chaired the meeting in Nigel’s absence and welcomed 22 members, and a guest, Mike Davies, to the meeting.

Apologies: Nigel Johnson, Mike Warburton, Paul Crockett, Paul Dodd, John Franklin and Chris Yates.

Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on the 26th May were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   In Mike’s absence Kelvin informed the meeting that the club’s accounts were in good order.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that he was now booking speakers for Qtr.1 of 2027.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Stephen reminded members that the next pub lunch would be on the 7th July at the White Hart, Broadoak and asked everyone planning to attend to let Paul Dodd have their menu choices by 28th June at the latest.
		He informed the meeting that he was investigating two possible visits, one to the Wye Valley brewery later in the year, and the other to Renishaws probably for 2027. More details to be provided later.
	David Clowes confirmed that places were still available on the joint visit with NLHS to Much Wenlock on 13th August.

Webmaster: Ray informed the meeting that there had been some minor issues with the website that had all been rectified, and the events area now showed all events to Christmas. He also confirmed that a new password had been issued for the members area of the website.

AOB: 	Kelvin confirmed that John Franklin had volunteered to represent the club at the Newent Remembrance Day Parade and Service on the 8th November. He also handed out updated copies of the membership names and addresses booklet and confirmed that it would be posted on the website shortly.
	He advised members that the initial work on the Over bridge had started and that there would be a drop-in meeting at Minsterworth Village Hall on the 16th June from 2 – 7pm, where National Highways would be providing details on the work being carried out.
	Andrew confirmed that the photos in the June newsletter were of the rear entrance to Lydney Park Gardens and one of the sculptures in the Sculpture Trail in the Forest of Dean.

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speakers: Sue Hickman – “Pills, People and Pollution”

Sue introduced herself to members and explained that she was a recently retired pharmacist. Since retiring she had joined the Women’s Institute and through their Clean Rivers Campaign had developed an interest in water pollution and had now become a “Citizen Scientist” testing the water quality in local waterways.
She explained how rivers became polluted by micro-plastics, general litter, agricultural waste, sewage, run off from roads and pharmaceuticals, causing damage to wildlife, particularly fish.
She highlighted how pharmaceuticals are only partially absorbed by the human body and a significant amount are then excreted into the sewage system. Additionally unused pills etc are disposed of by flushing them down the sink or toilet. She stressed that any unused pills / medicines should be returned to the pharmacy (vets if animal treatments) for proper disposal.
Sue stressed that the use of antibiotics should be reduced as much as possible to prevent bacteria from becoming more resilient to them. She outlined how a healthy diet, exercise, not smoking and drinking plenty of water all help to keep the body healthy and reduce the need to take antibiotics.

John Weeden thanked Sue for a very interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.

Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Dorian Osborne.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there was one birthday to celebrate,
John Weeden on the 21st June. There were no anniversaries to celebrate.
He told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some quotes from well-known people.

John concluded the meeting with an RAF joke which was well received by the members.

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on the 23rd June 2026.

Next Speaker: Andy Mellar – “The Glosters at Waterloo”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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