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 									Nigel Johnson: Chairman
Tel: 07463 755869   Email: nigelmail@icloud.com
Kelvin Ashby: Secretary
             						   Tel: 07768 490177   Email: kelvinashby@gmail.com


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 23rd JUNE 2026


Chairman: Nigel welcomed 20 members to the meeting, and Mike Davies, a guest for a second time, who has now decided to join the club.

Apologies: Paul Crockett, Paul Dodd, Paul Squires, John Weeden, Stephen Wheeler and Andrew Graham.

Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on the 9th June were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   Mike confirmed that the club was in a healthy financial position and explained why it had been decided by the committee to charge £16 per person for the summer party. 

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that he was now booking speakers for Qtr.1 of 2027. He also confirmed that 3 club members were planning to give talks during that period which helps to reduce speaker costs for the year. He asked any other members that were prepared to give a talk to speak to him.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: In Stephen’s absence Nigel gave an update on plans for the summer party on the 28th July and asked members to bring along guests where possible to help to publicise the social aspects of the club. He also asked members intending to attend to let Kelvin know as soon as possible, as well as letting him know if they were going to supply a dessert or raffle prize.

Webmaster: Ray informed the meeting that the events area showed all events to Christmas. He asked if the new longer password for the members area of the website was causing any problems and it was agreed that it wasn’t. He also asked members to contact him if they noticed any problems with the website.

AOB: 	Nigel explained that it was important for the long term that the club continued to attract new members. He stressed that this wasn’t because the club was currently in any financial problems, but it was important to maintain and hopefully grow member numbers to secure the club for the future. He asked members to promote the club within their friend’s group, particularly with new retirees, as we know from experience that this is a good way to gain new members. He asked members to think of other ways to interest potential members and let him or Kelvin know of any ideas.
	Kelvin updated the meeting on what he had learned about the A40 Over bridge repairs at the meeting with National Highways at Minsterworth Village Hall on the 16th June. He explained that he had been able to obtain a copy of their presentation information and that he would supply it in digital forma to any member that requested it.

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speakers: Andy Mellar – “The Glosters at Waterloo”

Andy introduced himself to the members and thanked them for inviting him back to the club following his last visit in February 2024 when he gave a talk on the Dymock Poets.
He started his talk by explaining that in 1694 a regiment was formed in Portsmouth that was called Gibson’s Line Regiment of Foot. At this time anyone who had enough money could create their own army and this was what Gibson had done. Over time the regiment was bought and sold until in 1742 it was renamed the 28th Line Regiment of Foot. Finally in 1782 each regiment became associated with an English county, and it became the North Gloucestershire 28th Regiment of Foot or for short “The Glosters”
The regiment was extremely well trained and fought regularly as part of Wellingtons army. In 1814 after several campaigns, they returned to Ireland for some rest and recuperation. At this time Napolean was exiled on Elba with a small army of approx. 1000 men.
Andy explained how in 1815 Napolean escaped from Elba and invaded France with an initially small army that rapidly grew as former imperial army soldiers joined it.The Glosters were sent to Brussels to become part of Wellingtons army already in the Low Countries. An alliance was formed between England, the Netherlands, Hanover, Brunswick and Nassau to defeat Napoleon. Andy outlined the battles that took place between the 17th and 18th June 1815 in great detail, culminating in the defeat of Napoleon’s army at Waterloo. The Glosters lost approx. 300 men, half the regiment, but they played a vital role in securing the victory, and were the only English regiment mentioned by Wellington in his Waterloo Dispatch after the battle to Earl Bathurst, the Secretary of State for War.


David Clowes thanked Andy for a very detailed, interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.

At the conclusion of the talk Nigel told a joke (very) loosely connected to Wellington.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Roger Blowey.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were 3 birthdays to celebrate,
Roger Beard on the 25th June, Paul Dodd on the 26th and Chris Yates on the 30th
There were 2 anniversaries to celebrate.
Roger Blowey – 1 year on the 25th and Reg Nutall – 4 years on the 27th.
He told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some one-liner jokes.


Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on the 14th July 2026.

Next Speaker: Philip Bowen – “Richard Nixon – Crook, Statesman”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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