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 									Nigel Johnson: Chairman
Tel: 07463 755869   Email: nigelmail@icloud.com
Kelvin Ashby: Secretary
             						   Tel: 07768 490177   Email: kelvinashby@gmail.com


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 14th JULY 2026


Chairman: As Nigel was away on holiday John Weeden chaired the meeting. He welcomed 24 members to the meeting and asked them to stand and observe a minute’s silence in remembrance of John Stack who had died recently and will be truly missed by the club.

Apologies: Nigel Johnson, Paul Dodd and Mike Davies

Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd June were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   Mike confirmed that he had completed the Qtr 1 accounts which showed a small deficit of £130 which was not unexpected. He told members that by the end of Qtr 2 he anticipated that the club would be in a break-even situation. He reiterated that the club was in a very sound financial position with strong reserves.
	He noted that 30 people had paid for the summer party and asked the others that had booked to make their payments as soon as possible.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that he was booking speakers for Qtr.1 of 2027. 

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Stephen reminded members that if they wanted to go on the trip to Much Wenlock with the Newent Local History Society, they should book quickly to avoid disappointment.
	Kelvin reminded members about the August pub lunch at the Bunch of Carrots and asked them to let him know their menu choices as soon as possible. (Following the meeting Kelvin was advised that there would be a major road closure between Holme Lacy and Mordiford, near to the pub for 12 days, so subsequently the venue has now been changed to the Scrumpy House at Westons Cider, Much Markle)
	Kelvin also confirmed that 50 people had so far booked for the summer party, and he asked members to let him know if they had any songs that they would like the Mumruffins to play on the day so that he could let Trudie and Billy know.

Webmaster: Ray informed the meeting that the website was in good order and the new password was not causing any problems for members.

AOB: 	None

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speakers: Philip Bowen – “Richard Nixon – Crook, Statesman”

Philip introduced himself to the members and thanked them for inviting him back to the club following his last visit.
He started his talk by explaining that in November 1972 Nixon had won a landslide victory, 520 to 17 electoral votes, the 4th biggest landslide in American history. However earlier in June 1972 five men had been arrested for breaking into the Democratic National Committee headquarters at the Watergate office complex in Washington. He explained that at the time although it was reported in the press it was a minor story, soon forgotten, but would eventually result in Nixon’s downfall and resignation in August 1974.
Philip told members that Nixon, born in 1913 into a relatively poor Quaker family in Yorba Linda had a difficult childhood. While working in his father’s small shop he had to try to study law at Whittier College, where he was very much an outsider amongst the students, who were mainly from wealthy backgrounds. This was not helped by the fact that he was a loner, paranoid, insecure and awkward in public. Despite these issues he became a successful lawyer and moved into politics becoming Eisenhower’s vice president for 8 years.
Philip explained that as president, Nixon introduced many innovative and very successful domestic policies whilst establishing significantly better relations with China and Russia. Unfortunately, the ongoing war in Vietnam and then Cambodia overshadowed these successes.
Philip explained that in 1973, John Dean who was White House Counsel to Nixon, admitted that he had managed the initial cover up of the Republican parties involvement in the Watergate break in and that Nixon had been involved in its organisation. Subsequently it came to light that Nixon had taped all the meetings to discuss Watergate, and it was these tapes that were used to confirm his involvement.

Graham Mawdsley thanked Philip for a very interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Paul Squires.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were 2 birthdays to celebrate,
David Keen on the 27th July and Richard Holyhead on the 31st July.
There were no anniversaries to celebrate.
He told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some one-liner jokes.


Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on the 11th August 2026.


Next Speaker: John Jones – “Why Small Modular Reactors? - the Shortcomings of Power 
Generation”






Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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