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 									Nigel Johnson: Chairman
Tel: 07463 755869   Email: nigelmail@icloud.com
Kelvin Ashby: Secretary
             						   Tel: 07768 490177   Email: kelvinashby@gmail.com


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 11th AUGUST 2026


Chairman: Nigel welcomed 24 members to the meeting. He asked them to stand and observe a minute’s silence in remembrance of John Oakman who had died recently and Paul Dodd’s wife, Jonquil, who died on the 7th August after a short illness.

Apologies: Graham Mawdsley, Chris Lathan, Paul Dodd and Roger Blowey

Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on the 14th July were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: Nigel confirmed that the Summer Party had been well received by members and guests, and he asked members to contact the committee with any observations and ideas that they had to help with the planning for the 2027 event.

Treasurer:   Mike confirmed that as budgeted the Summer Party had made a small deficit of £88, but once the income of £195 from the raffle had been considered the event showed a surplus of £107. He thanked everyone for their generosity when buying tickets and donating raffle prizes. He told members that by the end of Qtr 2 he anticipated that the club would be in a break-even situation. 

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that speakers had been booked up to the 2027 AGM. The only exception was the last meeting in March which will be the 50th anniversary of the club’s formation. He informed the meeting that the committee was looking at various ideas to use this meeting to celebrate the anniversary.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Stephen thanked all of those that had organised the Summer Party and confirmed that he had had several very positive comments from members.

Webmaster: Ray informed the meeting that the website was in good order and the work to update the site was ongoing.

AOB: 	Andrew and Fraser informed the meeting that the three photos in “The Picture Quiz” in the August newsletter had been taken at the Beatrix Potter shop in Gloucester, St Briavels Castle and Sezincote House a 200 year old Mughal-style Indian Place near Moreton-in-Marsh

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speakers: John Jones – “Why Small Modular Reactors? - the Shortcomings of Power 
Generation”


John introduced himself to the members and thanked them for inviting him to give his talk.
He started by explaining what was happening around the world because of climate change and outlined how droughts led to mass migration to more fertile areas which in turn led to conflict. He stressed that energy policies had to change with a move away from reliance on gas for electricity generation, which was a major contribution to climate change because of the methane released into the atmosphere. He outlined that power generation from wind although environmentally friendly, cannot become the major source of electricity generation as the wind available varies dramatically throughout the year, and it was a similar story for solar.
He confirmed that nuclear power generation was the only consistent method of meeting the ever-increasing need for electricity. He described how various designs for small nuclear reactors were being worked on which although more expensive than existing large reactors initially, could be “mass produced” resulting in much lower ongoing costs and significantly reduced build /commissioning timescales.
He concluded his talk by explaining how spent fuel is stored to ensure long term safety.

Chris Yates thanked John for a very detailed, interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Richard Holyhead.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were no birthdays or anniversaries to celebrate,
He told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some one-liner jokes.


Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on the 25th August 2026.


Next Speaker: Mike Kippax – “English China Clays






Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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