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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 25th AUGUST 2026


Chairman: John Weeden chaired the meeting in Nigel’s absence and welcomed 18 members to the meeting.

Apologies: Nigel Johnson, David Clowes, Peter Hayes, Paul Crockett, Andrew Graham, Roger Beard, Ray McCairn and John Franklin.

Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on the 11th August 2026 were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   Mike confirmed that the club’s accounts were in good order.

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that the speaker programme for the remainder of the year was all in place.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Stephen reminded members that the next pub lunch would be on the1st September at the Old Court Hotel, Symonds Yat.

Webmaster: In Ray’s absence there was nothing to report.

AOB: 	None

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speakers: Mike Kippax – “English China Clays”

Mike introduced himself to members and explained that as he left the industry in 1992 his talk covered the period from the discovery of China clay deposits in Cornwall until the mid-1990’s. He explained that he joined ECLP, a company within the China Clays Group, in 1967 as an apprentice, and after completing his apprenticeship he joined the development department.
China clay deposits were discovered in Cornwall by William Cookworthy, who in 1768 founded a works in Plymouth to produce porcelain. Initially several small independent companies mined the China clay in pits in Cornwall, but in 1919 a number were amalgamated to form English China Clays. In 1999 the company was rebranded as Imery’s.
Mike explained how the China clay was extracted using high pressure water to obtain a slurry which was then sieved and dried to produce “cakes” of dry China clay. Where required the clay was bleached to ensure a very white colour. Surprisingly approx. 75% of the China clay was used by the “paper industry” to produce white and glossy finished papers. Other uses included fillers for paints, plastics and rubber products as well as the production of fine ceramics.

Fraser thanked Mike for a very interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.

Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Dorian Osborne.

Birthdays:      Kelvin informed members that there were no birthdays to celebrate,
There was one anniversary to celebrate, Paul Crockett, 1 year on 1st September.
He told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some one-line age related jokes.

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on the 8th September 2026.

Next Speaker: Douglas Butler – “HS2 Update”



Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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