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             						   Tel: 07768 490177   Email: kelvinashby@gmail.com


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2026


Chairman: Nigel welcomed 22 members to the meeting. 

Apologies: David Clowes, Andrew Graham and Mike Townsend

Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on the 25th August were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   Mike confirmed that the accounts were in good order. 

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that speakers had been booked for the remainder of the year and into 2027.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Stephen confirmed that the Christmas Lunch would be on Wednesday 9th December at Bells Hotel & Country Club, Coleford.
	Nigel mentioned that Aston Ingham Village Hall would be holding a quiz night on Saturday 10th October @ 7.00 pm and asked any members who would like to attend to let him or Chris Yates know.

Webmaster: Ray informed the meeting that a new device to allow the sound level of talks to be adjusted remotely was under test. He confirmed that if it was successful he would discuss the cost with Mike Warburton.

AOB: 	None

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speakers: Douglas Butler – “HS2 Update”


Douglas introduced himself to the members and explained that his fee for the talk would be donated to the National Star Centre, where his daughter worked, assisting young people with disabilities to realise their potential in life.
He started by explaining the growth of the railway network in Britain from its beginnings in 1825 through the Beeching cuts in the mid 1960’s to the present day. 
The original HS2 (High Speed 2) plan, born out of a need to significantly increase passenger capacity was agreed in 2009. It was designed to provide a high-speed network connecting London, Birmingham, the East Midlands, Manchester and Leeds on dedicated high-speed tracks. Due to spiralling costs, the Eastern leg to Leeds was cancelled in 2021 and in 2023 the Northern leg to Manchester was also cancelled. He outlined that only 140 miles of the route would now be built, from Euston to Birmingham, with major new stations being constructed at Euston, Old Oak Common and Curzon Street. In 2011 the budget for the complete network was £32 billion, and it has now risen to approx. £100 billion for approx. 25% of the network. Additionally train speeds have been reduced from 360kph to 320kph, and Douglas predicted that the first services are unlikely to begin until 2036 at the earliest.
He concluded his talk by playing a song that he had recorded written by Flanders and Swann in 1963, titled “Slow Train”

John Weeden thanked Douglas for a very detailed, interesting and informative talk, and particularly his song at the end. The members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Chris Lathan.

Birthdays: 	Kelvin informed the meeting that there was one birthday to celebrate, Graham Mawdsley on the 10th September. There were also two anniversaries to celebrate, Richard Holyhead – 3 years on the 11th September, and Kelvin’s – 4 years on the 13th September.
He told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and finished with some one-liner jokes.


Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on the 22nd September 2026.


Next Speaker: Paul Barnett – “The Big Freeze of 63”






Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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