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 									Nigel Johnson: Chairman
Tel: 07463 755869   Email: nigelmail@icloud.com
Kelvin Ashby: Secretary
             						   Tel: 07768 490177   Email: kelvinashby@gmail.com


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER 2026


Chairman: Nigel welcomed 21 members to the meeting. 

Apologies: Mike Townsend, Paul Dodd, Roger Beard, Ray McCairn and Chris Lathan.

Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on the 8th September 2026 were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   Mike informed members that he would be preparing the club’s 6 months accounts at the end of the month and once approved by the committee they would be posted on the club’s website. He also confirmed that the deposit for the Christmas lunch had been paid to the Bells Hotel

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that speakers had been booked for the remainder of the year and into 2027.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Nigel reminded members that the next pub lunch would be at the Kings Arms, Newent on the 6th October and that menu choices needed to be with Fraser by 29th September at the latest.
Stephen confirmed that the Christmas Lunch would be on Wednesday 9th December at Bells Hotel & Country Club, Coleford.
	
Webmaster: In Ray’s absence there was nothing to report.

AOB: 	Kelvin passed on Paul Dodd’s thanks to members for the support that they had given him since Jonquil’s death, and particularly those who attended the wake, where over £800 was collected for the families two charities, Guide Dogs and the Eve Appeal
	Andrew and Fraser informed members that the quiz pictures in the September Newsletter were, Sudeley Castle (including the elephant created by the conservation charity Elephant Family), the Gullet Quarry near Ledbury and the Sharpness canal bridge.

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speakers: Paul Barnett – “The Big Freeze of 63”

Paul thanked the club for inviting him back again to give another talk and explained that as a Maritime Historian he was particularly interested in the effect that the severe weather had on the Sharpness to Gloucester canal’s operation.
He began the talk by telling members that the very cold weather began in December 1962 when temperatures dropped to as low as -9 0C. These low temperatures combined with high winds led to blizzards and severe snowstorms with snow drifts up to 10ft deep. In January temperatures dropped to – 15 0C in some local areas, making January 1963 the coldest month since January 1814. Although the sea froze in in Kent and several other areas and the Mersey, Thames and Severn rivers also froze the Sharpness canal continued to function.
Paul explained how steam and diesel-powered tugs were converted into small ice breaking vessels by adding steel plates to their bows. These were then used to break up the ice on the canal to allow larger vessels bringing oil and other vitally important cargoes to reach Sharpness and Gloucester docks.
The severe weather lasted for 3 months after which major work was required to overcome water pipe damage, gas leaks, transport disruption, food shortages and public health concerns

Peter Hayes thanked Paul for a very interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Fraser Gunn.

Birthdays: 	Kelvin informed the meeting that there were four birthdays to celebrate. Nigel Johnson on the 23rd September, Andrew Graham on the 24th, Brian Parker on the 26th and Ray McCairn on the 28th.
There were also four anniversaries to celebrate. Chris Lathan – 5 years on the 26th September, David Clowes – 10 years on the 5th October, David Keen - 5 years on the 8th and Clive Dunning – 3 years on the 10th.
He reminded members that the 28th September 2021, 5 years ago, had particular 
relevance for the club as it marked two key milestones. The first “live” club meeting was held following Covid, and it was the first meeting to be held at Gorsley village hall.
He finished with some quotations.


Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on the 13th October 2026.


Next Speaker: Tim Riley – “Sailing the Northwest Passage”






Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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