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 									Nigel Johnson: Chairman
Tel: 07463 755869   Email: nigelmail@icloud.com
Kelvin Ashby: Secretary
             						   Tel: 07768 490177   Email: kelvinashby@gmail.com


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 13th OCTOBER 2026


Chairman: Nigel welcomed 21 members to the meeting and 5 guests. Charlie Coats, Chris Duffell, Paul Gray, Ken Lillie and Eddie Pullen.

Apologies: John Weeden, Mike Warburton, Paul Squires and Graham Mawdsley.

Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on the 22nd September 2026 were approved and signed. 

Matters Arising: None

Treasurer:   In Mike’s absence Nigel confirmed that the accounts were in good order and that the 6 months accounts had been produced. These would be discussed at the committee meeting on the 19th October and once approved would be available in the members area of the club’s website. 

Speaker Secretary: Fraser confirmed that speakers had been booked until April 2027, except for the meeting on 23rd March 2027. He confirmed that this date would mark 50 years since the club was formed and the committee was intending to celebrate the occasion with some form of special event. Details to be confirmed.

[bookmark: _Hlk179301005]Social Secretary: Stephen confirmed that the Christmas Lunch would be on Wednesday 9th December at Bells Hotel & Country Club, Coleford, and that Kelvin would send out the invitation with all the details by 21st October.
He reminded members that the next pub lunch would be at the Bunch of Carrots, Hampton Bishop on the 3rd November and that menu choices needed to be with Paul Dodd by 25th October at the latest.
Members were asked for their thoughts on holding social events such as a quiz or skittles during the day rather than in the evening, particularly in the winter as many members did not enjoy driving at night. By a show of hands, the majority of members at the meeting showed that they were happy to do this.

Webmaster: Ray reported that all events were up to date on the website, and Kelvin advised that he had updated the Members Names & Addresses Booklet and once approved at the committee meeting it would be available on the website.

AOB: 	Andrew informed members that the quiz pictures in the October Newsletter were both taken in Newent town centre.
	Kelvin asked members to let him know if they would like to receive information bulletins from the Older Drivers Forum, and he also confirmed that the Over bridge was scheduled for an overnight closure on the 19th October when the contraflow would be moved to the other carriageway.

[bookmark: _Hlk138860095]Today’s Speakers: Tim Riley – “Sailing the Northwest Passage”

Tim introduced himself to members by telling them that he had been born and brought up in Newent and that from an early age he had been interested in sailing. His sailing experience started with sea kayaking and then in 2018 he bought a French built, 30-year-old sailing yacht which he and his wife Carol sailed to Norway. He explained that he had always wanted to sail the Northwest Passage, but he needed a more modern / robust boat to do this, so he bought an aluminium framed yacht, “The Lumina”, which was fully insulated with central heating and was ideally suited to the trip. After a long period of detailed planning he, Carol, his nephew and partner sailed from Oban to Greenland in 18 days. |At the beginning of August 2024, he and Carol sailed from Greenland to start the journey to Pond Inlet in Canada, then on to Beechy Island, Fort Ross, Cambridge Bay, Tuktoyaktuk, Nome, Hooper Bay, finally completing the trip at Kodiak in October. Tim explained how they battled through high winds, icebergs and fog on the journey to become only the 27th British sailing boat to sail the Northwest Passage.

Nigel thanked Tim for a very interesting and informative talk, and the members showed their appreciation with a warm round of applause.


Raffle: 	The raffle was won by Mike Davies.

Birthdays: 	Kelvin informed the meeting that there were no birthdays to celebrate. 
There were two anniversaries to celebrate. Dorian Osborne – 2 years on the 22nd October and Stephen Wheeler – 3 years on the 25th.
He told members of several events that had occurred on this day in history and 
finished with some one-liner jokes relating to sailing.


Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on the 27th October 2026.
 

Next Speaker: Mike Bristow – “The History and Development of Radar”






Signed: ………………………..					Date: ……………….
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